THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF VERNON, UCC
August 28, 2016
WELCOME!
We’re glad you are here. It is our hope that you will encounter God here,
experience the love God showed the world in Jesus,
and be inspired to share that love with the world.

PRELUDE

“Summer Song”
“Too Much Raspberry”
“Slavonic Dance”

Brubeck
Russell
Dvorak

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
PAY IT FORWARD

Bettye Kramer

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
PRAYER RESPONSE/GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
CALL to OFFERING
OFFERTORY

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
Althea Madigan – oboe solo

arr. D. Everson

CALL to WORSHIP
Althea Madigan
Leader: Sing aloud to God our strength and shout with joy:
People: God welcomes us.
Leader: God reminds us, “I brought you out of the land of Egypt and
fed you along the way:”
People: When we opened our mouths, God filled us with good things.
Leader: God calls us to walk the path of faithfulness, trusting the
promise:
People: A feast for all--fresh-baked bread, and sweet honey to satisfy
our hunger.
All:
Let us worship God!

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here
below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and
Holy Ghost. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN

Join us for coffee and conversation after the service in Fellowship Hall.

“God of Grace and God of Glory” (insert)

*PRAYER of INVOCATION (unison)
Hospitable God, you invite us to a banquet where the last may be first,
and the humble and the mighty trade places. Let us share your
abundance with no fear of scarcity; let us greet strangers as angels you
have sent! Send your Spirit now so that we may find a place at your
table and welcome others with radical hospitality. Amen.
ANTHEM

“Footprints in the Sand”
Althea Madigan, Beth Soulier - duet

SCRIPTURE

Luke 14:1, 7-14

SERMON

“God’s Guest List”

*HYMN

Martin/Angerman

Rev. Stan Possell

“Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service” (insert)

SHARING of JOYS and CONCERNS/MORNING PRAYER

*PRAYER of DEDICATION
*CLOSING HYMN

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (insert)

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

“Du and Du”

Strauss

*All who are able are invited to stand.

In Our Ongoing Prayers
Helen Dyar; Bill Bennison; Michael Doyle and his wife Kathy; Dean
Hockenberry; Helen Dahling; Dave Hollister; Ryan Meneses; Joyce Smith; John
Arthur; Brian, 11 years old, fighting cancer; Meg, Bill and Holly Boutwell’s
sister/sister-in-law; the homeless; the hungry; gun reform; acceptance of
religious diversity/skin color/sexual orientation; Daniel Burnett-Pollack; Debbie
Chase; Dick Myer; Margaret Klukas; Paul Westerberg; people struggling with
mental illness, and their families; the people of Syria, Belgium & Pakistan; Heidi
Howie; Mason Bower; Michael Turner; Martha Fowler; Michael Bebrin; Cooper
Doyle
New additions in bold print

Please Note: Sunday School starts at 9 AM. Any children still in church
who would like to attend may join them in the educational wing.
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES

Ladies Luncheon: Tuesday, August 30, noon at Mitchell’s
Stewardship & Evangelism: Wednesday, August 31, 6:30 PM, Library
Grief Support Group: Friday, September 2, 10:30 AM, Library

Rally Sunday and Church Cookout
September 11
Join us for the beginning of our program year
followed by a time of fun, fellowship and games!
Food and beverage will be provided.
Child Care is available for church activities/events when notice is given 3 days
prior to the event. Contact Child Care Coordinator, Jen Jensen, 860-875-4095.
School Store, Rally Sunday, September 11 during Coffee Hour, sponsored by
the Board of Missions. We have purchased school supplies that will be available
for you to “buy” by making a donation to cover the cost of the item(s). Supplies
have already been delivered to the Hockanum Valley Community Council for
distribution to local children in need to insure they start the new school year
with needed school supplies. Please consider supporting this worthy cause.
Clean-up and painting is ongoing in Kellogg Hall and much work needs to be
completed by Rally Sunday. If you would like to help, please contact Millie
Oliphant, 860-872-7106. We are also in need of “gently used” toddler toys for
our Child Care Room. Please see Debi Hockenberry if you have any to donate.
Junior Choir rehearsals will begin on Sunday, September 11 at 11:30 AM in
Kellogg Hall. Children in grades K-6 are welcome to come and sing. Contact
Althea Madigan, 860-870-5185, if you have questions.
Please Note: Beginning on Rally Sunday, September 11, with the intention of
providing a more worshipful service, we will refrain from making
announcements during the Sunday morning worship service. For information
on all church meetings/activities, please check the weekly email, Sunday
bulletin, Carillon or our website (www.firstchurchofvernon.org). Thank you.
Wanted: Gently used couches, loveseats or chairs for the Upper Room, the
J*Walkrz’s new hangout. Contact Debi Hockenberry.
Pay It Forward: During August, Pay It Forward is asking for food donations for
Cornerstone or Hockanum Valley Food Pantry. Shopping carts are located
outside near the large parking lot and in the Breezeway. Donations slow down
in the summer so all donations are greatly appreciated!
To request a visit with the pastor, please call the Church Office, 860-875-7580.
Church Office
Email
Website

860-875-7580
church.secretary@firstchurchofvernon.org
www.firstchurchofvernon.org

