THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF VERNON, UCC
November 23, 2014
Thanksgiving Sunday
PRELUDE

“Variations on ‘Simple Gifts’”
“Now Thank We All Our God”
“With Praises Ring”
Bell Choir

Lachenauer
Rembt/Hughes
Kinyon

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CALL to WORSHIP (responsive)
Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
People: God’s steadfast love endures forever.
Leader: Give thanks to the God of gods,
People: God’s loving kindness knows no end.
Leader: Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
People: God’s mercy is everlasting.
Leader: Give thanks to the Holy One,
All:
For God has done great things for us!

Michelle Bower

*HARVEST of GIFTS #381 “Take My Gifts”

“Go Light Your World”
Combined Choirs

C. Rice

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

“All People That on Earth Do Dwell”

Hughes

*All who are able are invited to stand.
Join us for coffee and conversation after the service in Fellowship Hall.

The LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SERMON

OFFERTORY

POSTLUDE

TIME with the CHILDREN

Psalm 126
Mark 4:26-29

CALL to OFFERING

*BENEDICTION

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

PRAYER RESPONSE

*CLOSING HYMN #477 “Pass It On”

PRAYER of INVOCATION (unison)
Generous God, you have given us so much! We would live each moment in
thanksgiving. We are grateful for the material things you provide to meet our
needs and the invaluable blessings of our families, our friends, and this
community of faithful people. Hear our whispered prayers of gratitude today,
deepen the grace around our tables this Thanksgiving, help us to recognize
your many gifts and share them freely, that we may sow abundant blessings in
your name. Amen.

“For the Beauty of the Earth”

MORNING PRAYER

*PRAYER of DEDICATION

*OPENING HYMN #528 “Give Thanks” (sing twice)

ANTHEM

SHARING of JOYS and CONCERNS

Kocher/Tucker

Rev. Meg Watson

Today is “Harvesting of Gifts” Sunday when we celebrate the gifts that we bring
to God through the giving of our time, treasure and talents. If you need a Giving
Packet, they are available in the Narthex prior to church or pick one up in
Fellowship Hall during Coffee Hour. You may also email Kate Fowler
(kfowler64@yahoo.com) to have a packet sent to you electronically.
The Cornucopia on the Communion Table is provided and arranged by the
Flower Committee.
Bell Choir: Dave Bower, Michelle Bower, Jane Burr, Leanne Connolly, Joanne
Myer, Margaret Klukas, Laurie Sullivan, Stacy Melanson, Althea Madigan

In Our Ongoing Prayers…
Lynn Toolan’s Aunt Georgia; the family of Charlotte Driggs on her death; Paul
Westerberg; Michelle Darby dealing with cancer; people struggling with mental
illness; State Trooper Christopher Melanson injured in an on-duty accident; Debbie
Chase; Pat Lazeren; Sharon Lacey; Ed Rockland, Bettye Kramer’s brother-in-law;
Maggie and David Minnick; Joyce Smith; Mike Swan; Becky Burr; the people of
Syria, including the family of Tarek Eid; Heidi Howie; Steve Bright; Pat Melville;
Philip Bogard; Wendy Parker; Rachel Andrews; Christa Hockenberry; Cindy
Madden; Jan Peacock; Julie Wrona; Carol Shea; Bobby Kelley; Will and Diane
Livermore; Susan Shimer; Nancy Bailey; Lillian Burnett; Will Fisher and Jessica
Surratt; E.G. and Donna Harvin; Adeline McGee; Chantelle Fuller; Kim Burnham;
Betty Worden; Mason Bower; Debbie Marshall; Jeanine Uthgenannt; Michael
Turner; Candy Buswell; Lois Montlick; Donna Peacock; Deborah Costello; Richard
Brooke; Ray Turner; Martha Fowler; Michael Bebrin; Thelma Gifford; Cooper
Doyle; Horst Pohlmann; John Kaminski; Bess Howe; Melissa Morse
New additions in bold print

Greeters and Coffee Hour: Stewardship and Evangelism Committee
TODAY DURING COFFEE HOUR downstairs in Fellowship Hall
Anyone wishing to purchase lights for the Memory Tree in the Memorial Garden
that is lit during the Christmas season may do so during Coffee Hour today or on
November 30 and December 7.
TODAY’S ACTIVITIES
J*WALKRZ: 3:30 pm, PF Room
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES
Please Note: Tuesday morning Bible Study and Thursday evening Theology on
Tap are taking a break. We will not meet again until the week of January 5.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------THANKSGIVING DAY BREAKFAST/SERVICE
On Thanksgiving morning, Thursday, November 27,
join us for a hot buffet breakfast with your family and
friends. Breakfast will be served in Fellowship Hall at
7:30 AM followed by a brief service in the Sanctuary
at 8:20 AM. If you are interested in attending, please
sign up on the sheet post
d on the bulletin board near the kitchen in Fellowship
Hall with the number of people attending. If you are
interested in helping that morning, please contact
Michelle Bower, 872-7274.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------Next Sunday, November 30, in celebration of the Advent season and the Hanging
of the Greens, there will be a sandwich/dessert Potluck Lunch that will take place
in Fellowship Hall from 11:30 AM-1PM. We hope all of you will stay to celebrate
Advent, eat, drink and be merry. The potluck will be held at the same time as the
Advent Workshop, which will take place in Kellogg Hall. If you choose to attend
the workshop, you will have the option of eating before, during or after the
workshop. In any case, all who attend the potluck are also encouraged to check out
the workshop. Please bring a dozen finger sandwiches or finger desserts to
share (please drop these off in the kitchen before the worship service). The church
staff will provide the rest.
The Scrip-Your-All momentum continues. Your participation has helped FCCV
earn rebates of approximately $5,880! We are just $120 away from our year end
goal! Let’s keep the momentum going! Now is the time to order your gift cards for
the holidays or special occasions. A list of all our card offerings is available during
Coffee Hour at the Scrip-Your-All table. After today, there are just three Sundays
left to order your gift cards in time for Christmas giving! Thanks again for your
support!

Please Note: Anyone wishing to serve on the Planning Committee for the next
Women’s Fellowship Retreat should contact Millie Oliphant, 860-872-7106.
Thank You! I want to extend to the church and to the Board of Trustees, my
sincere “thank you” for designating me as Trustee Emeritus. I think I have worked
as a Trustee since I first joined FCCV and have thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity
to help. The presentation in church on Sunday, November 16 was very moving and
I'm thankful my family was in attendance. I'm not as young as I was forty years ago,
but still look forward to helping my church however I can. Thank you, Allan
Newton
Please Note: A Crib Room is available upstairs near the balcony for parents with
infants up to 12 months of age where the worship service can be heard via
intercom. Anyone with concerns about the Crib Room should contact Sally
Sullivan, 871-1473. A staffed Toddler Room, located downstairs in the Kellogg
wing, is open for children 12 months to 3 years old.
Have you walked through FCCV’s Memorial Garden? No matter the time of year,
it makes for a very spiritual walk. The Memorial Garden Committee is always
looking for new members to help care for the Garden. We need volunteers to help
with planting and weeding; to help families choose a site and then prepare interment
sites; to handle the paperwork and finances and manual labor for care of the garden.
Any questions or to volunteer, please contact Chairman Jane Morse.
Name Tags: If you ordered a name tag it is available for pick-up at the Scrip-YourAll table during Coffee Hour. If you need a name tag you can order it any Sunday
during Coffee Hour or contact Jim Montlick (jamontlik@aol.com). You can choose
a pin, magnet or clip. A donation of $3-$5 is suggested.
Reminder: FCCV records its Sunday worship services. These services are available
for viewing on a one-week delay on Comcast Community Voice Channel 5, Sunday
mornings at 10 AM and Monday evenings at 6 PM. Check your local listings or go
to CVCCT.org for the dates and times of showings of other FCCV events. Full
length DVDs of the services are also available for borrowing in the Library.
Cancellation of Church Services or Activities Due to Inclement Weather:
Please watch WFSB Channel 3 or go to wfsb.com.
Acolytes Needed! To all parents of Sunday School children…if your child would
like to be an acolyte, please contact Delythe Kracke at DelytheK@yahoo.com or
(860) 872-3004.

