THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF VERNON, UCC
December 24, 2012
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

The PROMISE IS FULFILLED
SCRIPTURE LESSON
Luke 2:1-7

Don Peacock

HYMN #144 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
PRELUDE

“The Sounds of Christmas”
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
“There’s a Song in the Air”
“Venite Adoremus”

Hughes
Paxton
Harrington
Wilson

CHIMING of the HOUR

“O Holy Night”

Serena Volovski and Joanne Myer

The CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION

Isaiah 9: 2, 6
John 1: 1-5
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #148 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
UNISON PRAYER and the LORD’S PRAYER
God of mystery and might, with eager hearts we await the triumph and
good news. Your love for us is endless and we give thanks that in Jesus,
you can come to us in One who knows our trials and our joys. Sustain us
in these closing moments of the season of waiting and hoping. Surprise
our worship this night with your presence and your peace. Sustain us in
the wonders of your Spirit and your grace. We ask this in the name of
our new born Savior Jesus, who has taught us when we pray to say, Our
Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
WELCOME and CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE

Andy and Joanne Myer

The PROMISES of GOD FULFILLED in the BIRTH of JESUS CHRIST
The PROPHECY IS PROMISED
SCRIPTURE LESSON

Michelle Bower

ANTHEM

Pergolesi

“Glory to God in the Highest”

The CHRISTMAS PRAYER

DARKENING of the SANCTUARY
(The lights in the Sanctuary will be darkened for one minute to symbolize the
darkness that the world experienced before the birth of Jesus. During this time,
worshippers are encouraged to reflect on the differences in the world that Christ,
the Light of the world, has made.)
INTROIT

The PROMISE IS PROCLAIMED
SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 2: 8-20

Isaiah 40: 1-5, 10-11

HYMN #124 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

Pat Lazeren

MEDITATION

The Rev. David Minnick

CALL to OFFERING
OFFERTORY
“O Holy Night Divine”

Liebergen

*CHRISTMAS DOXOLOGY
Praise God whose dawn transfigures night,
Whose Daystar shines for us on high,
Whose Spirit brings into our sight,
The hope which to our world draws nigh. Amen.
*UNISON PRAYER of DEDICATION
Wondrous God, may these gifts enable us to proclaim the good news of
this holy night to all the world. Through these gifts, may your church
share the joy and hope of this special night. Equip us to sing with the
angels and run with the shepherds. Open our minds and hearts to all the
places in your creation which need to hear and know the good news of
Jesus Christ. We offer these in the name of Christ our Savior, whose
coming anew we celebrate and glory in this night. Amen.
CELEBRATING the LIGHT of the WORLD
ANTHEM

“And Love Was Born”

Sewell

*LIGHTING of the CANDLES "Silent Night, Holy Night" (insert)
(Deacons will light the candle of the person at the end of the pew who will then
pass the light to the person next to them. Please keep lit candles upright, holding
the unlit candle over the flame. Parents should hold the candles of younger
children. Extinguish candles after the blessing.)
*BLESSING and EXTINGUISHING of the CANDLES
*HYMN #143 “Joy to the World”
*BENEDICTION
(Please place candles in the basket as you exit.)
POSTLUDE
“Postlude on ‘Mendelssohn’”

Willcocks

*All who are able are invited to stand.
The poinsettias are given by the church family and arranged by the Flower
Committee.
Sanctuary Choir Director:
Organist:

Mary Jo Simonds-Huneger
James Burr

The Christmas Fund enables the United Church of Christ to provide financial aid
to low income, retired clergy and their widowed spouses; emergency assistance to
clergy in financial need and funding for pension and health supplementation plans
for low income retired clergy and lay employees. Christmas Fund envelopes are
available on the table at the back of the Sanctuary (If all envelopes have been taken,
make your check payable to FCCV with “Christmas Fund Offering” in memo). All
donations may be placed with the regular offering.
Please join us for a reception after the worship service on Sunday, December
30 to honor and celebrate The Rev. David Minnick's 28 months as our Interim
Senior Pastor. During this time David's pastoral leadership has enriched our lives
and prepared us for the next chapter in our journey as a congregation. Please join
us as we thank David and wish him well.

