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CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor      Rev. Meg Watson 
Associate Pastor      Rev. Robin Bird 
Director of Christian Education  Linda Shivers, CMCE 
Church Secretary      Nancy Young 
Organist        James Burr 
Interim Choir Director    Leanne Connolly 
Phone        (860) 875-7580 
Email         fccv@snet.net 
Website        firstchurchofvernon.org 
 

Sunday Worship  10 AM  
Sunday School  10 AM 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 

8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

“Connect Through Christ – Connect With Us” 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The Carillon is published monthly, except for July/August,  
by First Congregational Church of Vernon, U.C.C 

695 Hartford Turnpike 
Vernon, CT 06066 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

Sunday School Staff 
A Superintendent is still needed. Contact Linda Shivers, Steve  
Westerberg or Cheryl Turner for more information. 
Assistant Superintendent: Jen Condry 
Director of Christian Education: Linda Shivers 

 
 
 

Our Toddler Room is open every Sunday from 9:45 AM until after the Worship Service for toddlers ages 

12 months to 3 years. It is staffed by high school students, who have worked with toddlers and are members 
of our congregation. Christa Hockenberry is our Toddler Room Coordinator and can answer any question or 

concerns you have. We also offer a Crib Room for infants up to 12 months and their parents that is located 

upstairs near the balcony. This offers you an opportunity to be with your infant if you need to leave the 
worship service for any reason and still be able to hear the service. An usher will be happy to direct you if you 
are in need of assistance. 

 
 

mailto:fccv@snet.net


Thank you to all the children who participated in the Family Christmas Eve service. It was great to see so many 
involved in the pageant.  
 

Sunday School Schedule 
January 5 No Children’s Message upstairs. Children will gather in Fellowship Hall for a Holy Communion  
   lesson, music and bells. Children can be picked up in  
   Fellowship Hall after the worship service. 
January 12 Sunday School children start upstairs then go to class. 
   3 years-5th grade - Lesson: Jesus at the Temple 
   6th-8th grade - Skit practice 
January 19 Sunday School children start upstairs then go to class. 
   3 years-5th grade: Jesus’ Baptism 
   6th-8th grade - Skit practice 
January 26 Celebration of Children Worship Service. The children will be leading the service and will sit with  
   their class - pews will be marked with grades.   
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Vacation Bible School will be here before you know it. Dates have not been set yet, but we try to hold it  
the last week of June (6/23- 6/27) depending on the school schedule. The theme for 2014 is “Workshop of 
Wonders: Imagine and Build with God.” Volunteer sign-up sheets will be posted soon. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Confirmation Class News 
All Confirmands needing service hours should have at least half of them done by now. Reminder: You need to 
attend either a Baptism or Communion service and answer questions (question sheets are in your 
Confirmation packet). This needs to be done before May. 
 

Confirmation Class Schedule 
January 4 Cornerstone Soup Kitchen, 9:30 AM-12:30 PM. A hat, covered shoes 

   and short sleeves are required. Contact Linda Shivers if you want to  
  participate. 

  

January 12 Class, 11:30 AM-1 PM 
 

January 17  Tu B’Shevat Seder, the 15th of Shevat on the Jewish calendar, is the 
(Friday Eve) day that marks the beginning of a “new year” for trees. Time to be 

announced. 
 

January 26 Class, 11:30 AM-1 PM 
 

Youth Fellowship Schedule 
January 5  Meeting from 5-6:30 PM to plan our Summer Youth Mission Trips. If interested in summer  
    mission, you need to attend this meeting. 
 
January 17/18  Sleepover at FCCV at 7 PM. Bring your sleeping bag, movies, games. Pick up at 8:30 AM. 
(Friday/Saturday)  
 



  
 

Youth Basketball 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on… 
January 4 

January 18 
February 1 

February 15 
March 1 

 
This is a non-competitive, fun gathering for youth 5th grade and older  

from FCCV and Wapping Congregational Church, South Windsor. 
 

 

We meet at Wapping Congregational Church from 6:30 - 8:30 PM. 
 

Parents drop off and pick up at Wapping, 1790 Ellington Rd., South Windsor 

 

Any questions or if you need a ride to attend,  

please contact Randy Ramsdell or Linda Shivers. 

 

 

 

In case of inclement weather, please contact Linda Shivers,  
860-871-9164 or 860-558-7632 to see if activity is still on. 

 

 



COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE NEWS 
Our website continues to attract visitors. The statistics available to us are overwhelming in detail and would 
put you to sleep in less than a minute so here's a simple sample of the past months activity. 
 

There were 411 visits to our website by 227 people from November 10 to December 10. That translates into 
39.7% by returning visitors and 60.3% by new visitors. Twelve of these visits were by people from outside the 
US. 
 

The first pages the US visitors went to on our website and how they got to them breaks down as follows… 285 
went directly to our Home page. The rest went directly to other pages as follows... 18 to Contact, 18 to 
Events, 15 to the Site Map, 9 to the Video Catalog with the remaining 55 to 19 other pages on the site. The 
large number of visits direct to pages other than our Home page indicates very strong interest in some of our 
content. 
 

Equally interesting is where the 285 visitors who started on our Home page went to next… 168 left the site 
immediately. The rest went on to other pages as follows… 68 to Events, 38 to the Video Catalog, 25 to the 
Archive, 19 to the Site Map, 19 to Contact with the remaining 66 to 24 other pages on the site. 
 

Note that the average visitor viewed more than just two pages while they were on the site but that activity is 
not reflected in these numbers. We'll save that for another article. 
 

These statistics are the tip of the iceberg. If one of our members likes mining data like this we'd welcome 
them on our Committee. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

The Board of Missions would like to thank the congregation 

for its generous donations to the Christmas Giving Tree. This season, a 
total of 143 toys and clothes were donated to Vernon Social 
Services to help make the season brighter for those in need. We thank 
you for your acts of kindness. We hope you and your family enjoyed a 
wonderful Christmas holiday. 
 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS 
 

Prayer Shawl Group 
We invite you to join us on the second Wednesday of the month at 1 PM in the 
Library or feel free to make one at home. Questions? Contact Joan Apel, 860-
875-7239. 
 
 
 
 
                        



Thank you, Thank you very much!  
) ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ Á ȰÈÅÁÒÔÆÅÌÔȱ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓ ÇÉÆÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ 
hosting a lunch in honor of my ordination on November 3, 2013. Thank you for 
sharing my special day. It was so meaningful and thoughtful and I truly appreciate 
the time it took to make such a wonderful time of sharing and fellowship.   
          With love,  

                           Robin 
 

 

February  Carillon  
DEADLINE  

Tuesday, January 14 
 
 

CARING and SHARING SUPPORT GROUP 

Anyone interested in attending this support group is invited to join us on 
Fridays at 10:30 AM in the Library.  This group is open to all who have 
experienced the loss of a loved one and is run by members of our 
congregation.  Please feel free to come alone or bring a family member or 
friend.  Any questions?  Contact the Church Office, 860-875-7580.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

ACOLYTES NEEDED! 
To all parents of Sunday School children…if your child would like to be an acolyte, 
please contact Delythe Kracke at DelytheK@yahoo.com or (860) 872-3004.  This is a 
great way to have your child involved in the church service and requires a minimal 
commitment 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

BAPTISM  
by Rev. Meg Watson 
Marleigh Susan Emma Levine, daughter of Rebecca and Jeff Levine, on November 24. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

The Care Network is offered by the Deacons as a helping hand during difficult 

times.  If you are in need of a ride to church, the doctor, hospital, grocery store, etc., 
in need of meals or a visit, would like more information or would like to join the Care 
Network, please contact Jan Muro (872-1757 or jmoze@hotmail.com) or Jon Dunlap 
(875-7254). 
 

mailto:DelytheK@yahoo.com
mailto:jmoze@hotmail.com


FCCV on CABLE TV   
FCCV has been video recording its complete Sunday services since 2004.  These 
worship services, edited to 58 minutes, are available for viewing on a one week delay 
on Comcast Community Voice Channel 5, Sunday mornings at 10 AM and Monday 
evenings at 6 PM.  Check your local listings or go to www.CVCCT.org for the dates and 
times of showings of other FCCV concerts and events.  Full length DVDs of the services are also available for 
borrowing in the Library. 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

               

 

firstchurchofvernon.org 
 

We’re on Facebook, too!  Check us out! 
 

 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

The Men’s Club Breakfast Group meets every Tuesday at  

6:30 AM at the Vernon Diner.  A brief devotion and excellent conversation is 
served each week.  We invite all men of the church to join us. 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

PRAY for our MILITARY 
Following is a list of people in our church family on active duty.  We ask that you keep them and their families 
in your prayers.  If you would like to add someone to this list, please contact the Church Office. 

Maj. Joel Cummings, son of Hal and Ibby Cummings, at Fort Knox, KY 
Michael Wilson, son of Nancy Beimler, U. S. Navy in San Diego 
Steven Beimler, son of Nancy Beimler in the National Guard  
Lance Corporal Steven A. Carr, Jr., husband of Angel Hockenberry Carr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.cvcct.org/


 

 
Theology on Tap  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Thirsty for the Spirit?  
 

Come for an open, informal time of 
toasting the topics on everyoneÕT_9?EJMC` 

 

 

Every Thursday 6-7 pm at the  
 
 
 
 

Wood-n-Tap 
Bar & Grill  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORY TREE 
Loved ones, living and deceased,  

whom we hold in our thoughts this Christmas season.   
A light on the Memory Tree shines for each person listed below. 

 
Ronald Bainbridge 

by Kathy Bainbridge 
Bill Harford 

by Ann Harford 
Ariana Saegaert 
by Ann Harford 

Susan Hilton 
by the Hilton family 

George H. Sweet 
by Lynn and Tom Sweet 

Jesse B. Sweeting 
by Lynn and Tom Sweet 

Adele H. Sweeting 
by Lynn and Tom Sweet 

Phil Berry 
by Lynn and Tom Sweet 

Grandma and Grandpa Rydberg 
by the Kracke family 

Grandpa Kracke 
by the Kracke family 

Aunt Shirley and Aunt Re 
by the Kracke family 

Our parents 
by Dick and Betty Ann Wurst 

Our children and spouse 
by Dick and Betty Ann Wurst 

Our grandchildren 
by Dick and Betty Ann Wurst 

 



Edwina and Raymond Markunas 
by the Markunas family 

Carol Gottier 
by the Gottier family 

Nancy Kunz 
by the Gottier family 

Edna Gottier 
by the Gottier family 

Fanny Lanz 
by the Gottier family 

Amelia Kunz 
by the Gottier family 

Helen Metcalf 
by the Gottier family 

David Oliphant 
by Millie and Bill Oliphant 

Joan Oliphant 
by Millie and Bill Oliphant 

Our fathers, Carl Femrite and Robert Dembeck 
by Kurt and Gaile Dembeck 

Jim Melville 
by Pat Melville 
Bertha Strube 

by the Prewo family 
Marian and Charles Chamberlain 

by the Prewo family 
Clara and Ray Livermore, mother and father 

by Pat Lazeren and family 
Michael W. Lazeren, husband and father 

by Pat Lazeren and family 
Our parents 

by Mike and Elly Swan 
Niles Jacoby 

by Mike and Elly Swan 
Penny Simmers 

by Mike and Elly Swan 
The Koziol family 

by Sara and John Koziol 
The Dumdey family 

by Sara and John Koziol 
Peg 

by Sara and John Koziol 
James M. Ross 

by Steve and Jane Morse 
Lillian A. Ross 

by Steve and Jane Morse 
Thomas H. Morse 

by Steve and Jane Morse 
Natalie W. Morse 

by Steve and Jane Morse 



James C. Sommers 
by Steve and Jane Morse 

George Foote 
by Gary and Cathy Foote 

Les Childs 
by Cathy Foote 
Don Newton 

by Beth and Bill Newton 
Uncle Donny 

by Billy and Richard 
Don Newton 

by Mom and Dad 
Mabelle and William Newton 
by Allan and Marilyn Newton 
Althea and Raymond Bacon 
by Allan and Marilyn Newton 

Uncle Donny 
by Alexis, Megan, Cooper and Cam 

My beloved husband Dick 
by Jane Saich 

William Fajman 
by Jean and Glen Potter 

Mildred Fajman 
by Jean and Glen Potter 

Dorothy Potter 
by Jean and Glen Potter 

Edward Potter 
by Jean and Glen Potter 

Harold Ellsworth 
by Steve and Peg Leary 
Robert Edward Leary 

by Steve and Peg Leary 
Our parents, Al and Amy Symonds 

by David and Donna Symonds 
Our parents, Don and Christine Richard 

by David and Donna Symonds 
Barb Sartori 

by Jan Peacock and Steve 
Jim Christensen 

by Jan Peacock and Steve 
Anna Stevens, sister 
by Barbara Evensen 

Catherine Minnock, mother 
by Barbara Evensen 

Robert and Dorothy Melander 
by Barbara and Don Melander 

Carl and Janet Johnson 
by Barbara and Don Melander 

David Johnson 
by Barbara and Don Melander 



Our sons, Richard E., Robert C. and Ronald A. Pinkham 
by David and Irene Pinkham 
Kathleen and Mark Gilbert 

by Bettye Kramer 
Charlie Kramer 

by Bettye Kramer 
Hannah and Ben Kramer 

by Bettye Kramer 
Warren and Tom 

by Jim and Dee Kidd 
Our mothers and grandmothers 

by Jim and Dee Kidd 
Jeffrey 

by Jim and Dee Kidd 
Elizabeth Fowler 
by Kate Fowler 
Leonard Fowler 
by Kate Fowler 

Chuck Dascomb and Ed Dascomb 
by Paula Dascomb 

 
 

 
 

 


