
The Carillon 
The First Congregational Church  

of Vernon, UCC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Vol. 50  No. 6          February 2014     
          Pub. January 29, 2014 



CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor      Rev. Meg Watson 
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Organist        James Burr 
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Sunday Worship  10 AM  
Sunday School  10 AM 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Church Office  Hours 
Monday ð Friday 

8:30 a.m. ð 12:30 p.m. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

ñConnect Through Christ ï Connect With Usò 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The Carillon is published monthly, except for July/August,  
by First Congregational Church of Vernon, U.C.C 

695 Hartford Turnpike 
Vernon, CT 06066 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

Sunday School Staff 
A Superintendent is still needed. Contact Linda Shivers, Steve  
Westerberg or Cheryl Turner for more information. 
Assistant Superintendent: Jen Condry 
Director of Christian Education: Linda Shivers 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School News 
Our Sunday School classes are expanding and we are looking to add a few more teachers to our Sunday School 
program. If you think you might like to teach or want more information on time commitment and 
responsibilities, please contact Linda Shivers. 

 
 
 

mailto:fccv@snet.net


Sunday School Schedule for 3 years-5th Grade 
Feb 2 Children start upstairs with their families and join (with parent’s permission) in the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion. Children will then be dismissed to gather in 
Fellowship Hall for music and a Bible Lesson. Parents, please 
pick up your child after church in Fellowship Hall.  
3 years-5th Grade Lesson: Jesus Calls a Fisherman 
6th-8th Grade Lesson: Bible Story - Job 
 

Feb 9 Sunday School children start upstairs for the Children’s  
  Message, then go downstairs for Sunday School. 

3 years-5th Grade Lesson: Jesus Heals Peter’s Mother-in-Law 
6th-8th Grade Lesson: Mysteries of the Bible video: The Shroud of Turin 

 

Feb 16 Winter Break – no Sunday School but the Toddler Room will be open for children up to 5 years old. A  
  movie will be shown in the Library for the older children. Both will be staffed.  
 

Feb 23 Sunday School children start upstairs for the Children’s Message, then go downstairs for Sunday  
  School. 
  3 years-5th Grade Lesson: Jesus Calms the Storm 
  6th-8th Grade Lesson: Josh McDowell video: Intelligent Faith 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Our Toddler Room is open every Sunday from 9:45 AM until after the Worship Service for toddlers ages 

12 months to 3 years. It is staffed by high school students, who have worked with toddlers and are members 
of our congregation. Christa Hockenberry is our Toddler Room Coordinator and can answer any question or 

concerns you have. We also offer a Crib Room for infants up to 12 months and their parents that is located 

upstairs near the balcony. This offers you an opportunity to be with your infant if you need to leave the 
worship service for any reason and still be able to hear the service. An usher will be happy to direct you if you 
are in need of assistance. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Confirmation Class News 
Every year each of our incoming Confirmation students seeks a sponsor to guide and mentor them throughout 
their Confirmation year. Have you thought about being part of a youth’s decision to join the church, talking 
with them on your faith journey, being a sounding board for their questions? Qualifications: you must be an 
active member of our church, and have a Christian love for helping others in their faith journey. Questions? 
Contact Linda Shivers. 
 
 

Confirmation Class Schedule 
Feb 9 Class, 11:30 AM-1 PM, Lesson 12 and 13 
  

Feb 23 Class, 11:30 AM-1 PM, Lesson 14 and 15 
 
Please Note: Classes and activities may be added during the month. 
 

 



Youth Fellowship (6th-12th Grades) Schedule 
Feb 2 Meeting at FCCV from 5-6:30 

 

Feb 16 Laser Quest – info will be provided at the February 2 meeting 
 
  
 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Youth Basketball 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us onĄ 
February 1 

February 15 
 

at Wapping Congregational Church from 6:30 - 8:30 PM.  
 

This is a non-competitive, fun gathering for youth 10 years and older.  
Bring a friend or two. Wear sneakers and shorts or comfortable pants. 

 

Parents drop off and pick up at Wapping, 1790 Ellington Rd., South Windsor 

 
Questions? 

Contact Randy Ramsdell or Linda Shivers 

 

 
 



There will be two Mission Opportunities again this year. 
 

Rockaway, New York, July 20-26 (6 nights, 7 days) helping those who are rebuilding 
from Super Storm Sandy (yes, it was two years ago, and they still need help.) This 
mission is open to youth going into 6th grade-12th.  
 

Hands on Hartford, July 14-18 (5 full days - no overnight) helping different non-
profits in the Hartford region. This mission is open to youth 10 years old-12th grade. 
 

There is a cost to participate in each mission. We have several fundraisers planned to 
help defray expenses. 
 

If you are interested in attending one or both mission trips, please let Linda Shivers know ASAP. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 4  
sponsored by Youth Fellowship 

 
Donations are needed. 

 
Please Note: Items can only be dropped off at the church during the week of April 28-May 3. 

 
All proceeds will help defray the cost of the Youth Mission Trips. 

 
Come and Support Our Youth! 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Theology on Tap  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thirsty for the Spirit?  

 
Come for an open, informal time of 

toasting the topics on everyoneÕT_9?EJMC` 
 

Every Thursday 6-7 pm at the 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STEWARDSHIP and EVANGELISM NEWS 
Would you like to be more involved at FCCV? The Stewardship & Evangelism Committee is looking for new 
members. Despite what you may think, we are a fun committee! Not sure you want to make the 
commitment? Try us out before you decide. For more information, contact Kate Fowler (Chair) at 860-614-
9747 or kfowler64@yahoo.com or any other committee member – Jim Montlick, Steve Repetto, Louise 
Theriault, Bob Warner, Jim Wilson. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Giving Campaign Update 
Thank you to all who made a giving intention during our 2014 Giving Campaign. God loves a 
cheerful giver! To date, 175 Giving Cards have been returned, totaling $235,240. There is 
much planned for 2014 and we thank you for your support! 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Scrip-Your-All 
How can your daily purchases support FCCV ministries? Instead of paying with cash, check or credit card, 
purchase gift cards to your favorite retailers. These cards are sold for face value but FCCV receives a rebate 
for each card sold. Rebates add up quickly. In the seven weeks FCCV has participated in this program almost 
$900 has been earned. Hundreds of companies participate. You may order online at ShopWithScrip.com 
(enrollment code: F2F1CF113843L) or Sundays during Coffee Hour. Gift Cards to the following businesses are 
available for immediate purchase during Coffee Hour: Walgreens, CVS Pharmacy, Stop & Shop, Price Chopper 
and Big Y.   
 

Scrip-Your-All Schedule 
Order By  Pick Up On 
Feb 2   Feb 9 
Feb 16   Feb 23 
Mar 2   Mar 9 
Mar 16   Mar 23 
Mar 30   Apr 6 

 
 

March Carillon  
DEADLINE  

Tuesday, February 11  

 

 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
Tuesday mornings at 11 AM in the Library with Rev. Meg Watson 

 

 

mailto:kfowler64@yahoo.com


READING BUDDIES 
Some of our "buddies" expressed an interest in how to acquire 
more books to read to the children at Maple Street School. After 
discussing this with Sara Sweetman, the after school coordinator, 
she said that we could use the school library. The procedure is as 
follows: please arrive early to make a selection and leave a marker 
on the bookshelf. Use the book(s) during the hour you are with the 
children and then immediately return the book(s) to the saved spot on the shelf. Another option, although 
limited, is to borrow books from our church library, although we are not allowed to read any religious books. 
You can use books from the town libraries as well as any in your own collection. If these suggestions do not 
work for you or you are unable to acquire books, please contact Millie Oliphant, 860-872-7106. 
  

We have two openings in the Reading Buddies program. If interested, please call Millie. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

HISTORICAL NOTES… Historical happenings at FCCV taken from our Carillon 

(newsletter), Sunday bulletins and Annual Report files 
by Lynn Sweet, Historian 
 

February 10, 1952 – Bulletin announcements 
Scout Week - In recognition of Boy Scout Week members of Cub Pack 86, sponsored by 
this church, are welcoming the congregation this morning and are receiving the offering. 
Men’s Club - The recreational meeting of the Men’s Club will be held Wednesday 
evening at 8:00 PM. We will go bowling. All are invited to attend. 

Baked Bean Supper - Friday, February 22 our Pilgrim Fellowship (youth group) is sponsoring a Baked Bean 
Supper and Talent Show. By all means, save this date for an evening of fun and fellowship. 

 

Sunday March 3, 1963 - Bulletin announcements 
 Next Sunday - One service of Worship at 10:50 AM. Sermon “Living Words by a Wayside Well”- What 
 Jesus said to the Woman of Samaria 
 “Question 7,” a gripping motion picture about faith under test today in Berlin and East Germany  

is to be shown at the Palace Theatre, Rockville. Sponsored by the Clergy Council of Rockville. Special  
church discount. 

 

Annual Report - 1969-70 
Board of Trustees - The Board of Trustees have dealt with a great variety of situations and problems over 
the past year. In the area of repairs we have had to contend with: leaking roofs in Kellogg Hall (Sunday 
School wing) and the parsonage; a broken water line which supplies Kellogg Hall; burnt out controls on 
the church hot water heaters. The last item was one in a series of events which rendered the recently 
installed dishwasher essentially inoperable for most of the time… 

 

Carillon - February 1987 
 Bell Choir - the Bell Choir needs help in order to continue ringing. Anyone is welcome! 
 

Carillon - February 1997 
 Confirmation Class news - a great time was had by all on the Whirleyball trip. “Thank you” to  
 Steve Bright, Millie Oliphant, Donna Metzger and Cheryl Purnell for driving. 



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS 

Line Dancing…Save the Date! 
Monday, April 14, 7 PM in Fellowship Hall 
Line dancing is a lot more than country music. The line dance troupe "Dance For U" will demonstrate how line 
dancing can be danced to a variety of music including pop, big band, Latin and oldies. If you have always 
wanted to take lessons, here's your chance to see what it’s all about. At the end of the program, you will be 
given a chance to learn a couple of ultra-beginner dances. So, put on your dancing shoes, bring a friend and 
join us for a fun evening! 
  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Prayer Shawl Group 
We invite you to join us on the second Wednesday of the month at 1 PM in the 
Library or feel free to make one at home. Questions? Contact Joan Apel, 860-875-
7239. 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Craft Group 
The Craft Group has started meeting again to make crafts for the Holiday Fair in November. Anyone 
interested is invited to join us. 
 

Schedule 
Feb 1 10 AM-1 PM in the Library 
Feb 3 6-8 PM in the Quilters’ Corner of Fellowship Hall. We will be sanding and painting wood shapes and  
  possibly decoupaging paper and fabric onto wood. 
Feb 17 6-8 PM in the Chapel 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                      

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE NEWS 
As part of its outreach efforts on behalf of FCCV, the Communication Committee has to make sure it's 
reaching a wide audience. One of the groups we target is people who don't subscribe to a daily newspaper 
but get their news from the Internet. To reach them we use Vernon Patch. Patch is an Internet-based, 
nationwide local community news service that has been set up by AOL. We use it in two ways. Jim Wilson has 
set up a general interest Blog on it for the Church and Michelle Giordano posts our worship service schedule 
on the Patch Calendar.   
 

To see what Jim and Michelle are doing, Google "patch Vernon CT," go to Vernon Patch and then click on 
either Calendar or Blogs at the top of the page. While you're there you can also subscribe to the daily Vernon 
news feed from Patch as well as Jim's Blog.   
 

To improve our outreach, the Committee could use several more members. One person is needed to handle 
press releases and another is needed to analyze the impact of our efforts and the demographics of our 
audience. Both jobs require strong practical computer skills because that's the way the communications world 
operates today. We also need someone to help Steve Repetto with video production and editing. Contact 
Gerry Dyar, 860-391-1558, for more information about all three positions. 
 



CARING and SHARING SUPPORT GROUP 

Anyone interested in attending this support group is invited to join us on 
Fridays at 10:30 AM in the Library.  This group is open to all who have 
experienced the loss of a loved one and is run by members of our 
congregation.  Please feel free to come alone or bring a family member or 
friend.  Any questions?  Contact the Church Office, 860-875-7580.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 

ACOLYTES NEEDED! 
To all parents of Sunday School children…if your child would like to be an acolyte, 
please contact Delythe Kracke at DelytheK@yahoo.com or (860) 872-3004.  This is a 
great way to have your child involved in the church service and requires a minimal 
commitment 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

BAPTISM  
by Rev. Meg Watson 
Colin William Olmstead, son of Holly and Richard Olmstead on January 12, 2014. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

The Care Network is offered by the Deacons as a helping hand during difficult 

times.  If you are in need of a ride to church, the doctor, hospital, grocery store, etc., 
in need of meals or a visit, would like more information or would like to join the Care 
Network, please contact Jan Muro (872-1757 or jmoze@hotmail.com) or Jon Dunlap 
(875-7254). 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FCCV on CABLE TV   

FCCV has been video recording its complete Sunday services since 2004. These worship 
services, edited to 58 minutes, are available for viewing on a one week delay on Comcast 
Community Voice Channel 5, Sunday mornings at 10 AM and Monday evenings at 6 PM.  
Check your local listings or go to www.CVCCT.org for the dates and times of showings of 
other FCCV concerts and events. Full length DVDs of the services are also available for 
borrowing in the Library. 

 

Please Note: Both Christmas Eve services have been submitted to CVC for telecast. They should be available 
for viewing in February. To find the February Program List (it won’t appear until a few days into February) on 
the web site, go to the main page on the far right. Scroll through the document until you get to the Floating 
Programs page. Then look for programs that start with the name FCCV to find out when they will be shown. 
These programs can also be seen in future months.             

mailto:DelytheK@yahoo.com
mailto:jmoze@hotmail.com
http://www.cvcct.org/


 
firstchurchofvernon.org 

 

We’re on Facebook.  Check us out! 
 

 

 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

The Men’s Club Breakfast Group meets every Tuesday at  

6:30 AM at the Vernon Diner.  A brief devotion and excellent conversation is 
served each week.  We invite all men of the church to join us. 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

PRAY for our MILITARY 
Following is a list of people in our church family on active duty.  We ask that you keep them and their families 
in your prayers.  If you would like to add someone to this list, please contact the Church Office. 

Maj. Joel Cummings, son of Hal and Ibby Cummings, at Fort Knox, KY 
Michael Wilson, son of Nancy Beimler, U. S. Navy in San Diego 
Steven Beimler, son of Nancy Beimler in the National Guard  
Lance Corporal Steven A. Carr, Jr., husband of Angel Hockenberry Carr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


