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CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor      Rev. Meg Watson 
Associate Pastor     Rev. Robin Bird 
Minister of Visitation    Rev. Joanne Myer 
Director of Christian Education  Debi Hockenberry 
Organist       James Burr 
Choir Director      Leanne Connolly 
Church Secretary     Nancy Young 
Field Placement Student   Barbara Hesse 
Phone        (860) 875-7580 
Email         church.secretary@firstchurchofvernon.org 
Website       firstchurchofvernon.org 
 

Sunday Worship  10 AM  
Sunday School   10 AM 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Church Office  Hours 
Monday ð Friday 

8:30 a.m. ð 12:30 p.m. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

ñConnect Through Christ ï Connect With Usò 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The Carillon is published monthly, except for July/August,  
by First Congregational Church of Vernon, U.C.C 

695 Hartford Turnpike 
Vernon, CT 06066 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

    

ANNUAL FISCAL MEETING 
 

On January 25, 2015, following the 10 AM Worship 
Service, the First Congregational Church of Vernon will 
hold its Annual Fiscal Meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
 
The purpose of this meeting is to:  
¶ Receive and act upon the report of the Auditing 

Committee 
¶ Receive and review prior year financial report 
¶ Receive and act upon the budget for the fiscal year as presented by the Board of Finance 
¶ Elect members of the Auditing Committee, the Stewardship Committee and the Safe Church 

Committee 
and  

¶ Transact any other business as may properly come before a business meeting 
 
 
 
 



WIN A FREE TRIP TO PARIS… 
Alright, not really, but you could win a free ticket to the FCCV 
ART AUCTION on February 21. The art preview begins at  
5:30 PM with the live auction starting at 6:30 PM. Art of all types 
and price ranges of art will be available.  
 

A limited number of free tickets will be given away, beginning 
Sunday, January 4. All you have to do to “enter” is to be in 
church on certain Sundays from January 4 through February 15. 
 

For all you art aficionados, take a shot at the “Famous Painters 
Word Search Puzzle” below. See you on February 21. For more information contact Greg Mias 
(gregmias@comcast.net) or Bill Boutwell (williamboutwell@comcast.net). 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

by Debi Hockenberry, Director of Christian Education  
 

Sunday School 
We have really begun to dive into our new curriculum. Your Pre-
School through 3rd grader should have come home with their 
very own "Jesus Storybook Bible" by  Sally Lloyd Jones and your 4th-6th grader with a "Jesus Calling Bible 
Storybook" by Sarah Young. Your BCE remembers, fondly, the little Bible storybooks we got to bring 
home as children, and how excited we were to read them and tell our folks about the stories. We hope 
that you will enjoy and learn right along with your children at home.   
 

The next quarterly "Keys for Kids" devotionals which begin in January have been ordered. I hope you are 
using them. Five minutes a day with God and your children makes for lasting memories and values in 
your children throughout their lives. 
 

We had our annual Christmas Eve sock and mitten drive for our homeless men, women and children in 
Vernon. I worked the Soup Kitchen on December 6 and we had 15 children. The most I've seen in 10 
years of doing the Soup Kitchen is 4, so there is a real need.   
 

We have begun a Sunday School Mission project that we will  be doing 4 times a year. Ms. Kate (Fowler) 
discovered that Hockanum Valley Community Council needs snacks for kids after school and during 
school vacations. We filled 64 snack bags with the supplies Ms. Kate and the Sunday School provided, but 
it would be even more special if the kids brought in snacks to pack. We need non-perishable, non-peanut 
snacks: juice boxes, pretzels, fruit chews, apple sauce, cookies, chips, Jello... anything pre-packaged for 
our friends who don't have a snack when they come home from school. If we all make a habit of buying 
one extra box of snacks to donate, we can do a lot!  
 

During January, we will be having a Coat Drive so, if you are cleaning out your closet or your children's 
closets and come across any coats you don't want or need, please bring them to church. Last year we 
brought three huge bags of coats to Cornerstone and they were gone in 15 minutes!  
 

Mr. Steve and I are wondering if there is an interest in starting a Sunday School Children's Choir which 
would meet during Sunday School and perform the third Sunday of the month. If your child is interested, 
please email me at dir.christian.ed@firstchurchofvernon.org.   
 

Lastly, every first Sunday of the month, your child will come home with a "Bible Memory Verse" card. If 
they memorize this verse they can collect a Christian prize from my prize basket! This month’s verse is: 
Luke 2:11 - "For unto you is born this day in the city of David a savior, which is Christ the Lord." 
 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Our Toddler Room is staffed and open every Sunday from 9:45 AM until after the Worship Service for 

toddlers ages 12 months to 3 years. We also offer a Crib Room for infants up to 12 months and their 
parents that is located upstairs near the balcony. This offers you an opportunity to be with your child  if 
you need to leave the worship service for any reason and still be able to hear the service. An usher will be 
happy to direct you if you are in need of assistance. 
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J*WALKRZ   
A great big “thank you” to those who helped at the Holiday Fair! We earned $47 for Crayons for Cancer - 
our own local Manchester, CT Children's Cancer Charity and $68 toward our St. John's Cathedral trip! 
Thanks also to those who participated in our very frigid Cardboard City Sleep Out. We earned $150 to 
help fight homelessness in the Hartford area (which includes Vernon, as we learned when we recognized 
some of our own local homeless in the "Faces of Homelessness" program). Please see the flyer on the 
J*WALKRZ bulletin board! We'll tell you all about it on Youth Sunday! 
 

Our next meeting will be January 11 from 3:30 - 5 PM here at church! We'll be talking about our trip to 
the Heifer Farm in Massachusetts. Cost is $50 and we get to experience life in one of the Heifer Farms 
villages - sleep in their homes, eat what they eat, work how they work. It's a real eye-opener as to the 
plight of a majority of the world's people. This is a one-night trip and we plan on going in April. For more 
information , check out heifer.org/farm . We will also be doing the one-night Global Gateway program. 
Parents! We need a commitment at this meeting, so, please have your tween or teen ready to respond. 
Thank you! 
 

On January 23-24, nine of us will be heading to the Big Apple to St. John the Divine Cathedral's Inter-
Spiritual Nightwatch program. The last time we went, the Cathedral was recovering from a fire and the 
experience was still divine. It can only be better now that they have rebuilt ! Check out stjohndivine.org to 
see all of the fun programs they have. Definitely a worthwhile family trip if you can't make this trip. 
 

Youth Sunday, January 25 - wow what a weekend for those of us going to NYC! All  youth who 
participated in the summer and autumn missions and the winter Cathedral trip are invited to take part in 
this special worship service. This is our service! We need your ideas, prayers, plays, sermon preachers, 
etc., so contact me at dir.christian.ed@firstchurchofvernon.org if interested. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Tuesday morning Bible Study, 11 AM in the Library 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Theology on Tap, Thursdays at 6 PM at the R House Restaurant 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

"Å Á 30!2+ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÒËÎÅÓÓȣ 
It only takes a SPARK to get a fire going!  

 

We are running towards the end of our 2015 FCCV Giving Campaign! If you have 
already made a Giving Commitment, we THANK YOU!! If you have not yet 
returned your Giving Commitment card, there is still time. Please mail it to the 
church (FCCV c/o Assistant Treasurer, 695 Hartford Turnpike Vernon, CT 06066.)  
 

Have you misplaced your Giving Packet information? If so, you can retrieve the 
information online at FirstChurchofVernon.org or contact Kate Fowler 

(kfowler64@yahoo.com or 860-614-9747) to have the information sent to you. Watch for the Sparky 
thermometer in the Narthex or downstairs at Coffee Hour for updates on our campaign totals! 
   

http://heifer.org/farm
http://stjohndivine.org/
mailto:dir.christian.ed@firstchurchofvernon.org
http://www.firstchurchofvernon.org/
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HISTORICAL NOTES…  

by Lynn Sweet, Historian 
On Sunday, January 25 we will commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the fire 
that destroyed the 1826 Vernon Congregational Church building. While this event 
was a significant marker in the history of our church, and something to be 
remembered, the fire itself pales in comparison to what happened after the 
embers died and the ruins were assessed. We will celebrate the amazing strength 
the church family found within itself. With financial sacrifice, hours of fund raising, planning, physical 
labor, prayer and persistence a new building was dedicated within two years. You will not want to miss 
this opportunity to hear the story of the fire, including words from those who were here at the time. A 
special booklet containing their remembrances will be available. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

The Board of Missions would like to thank the 
congregation for its generous donations to the Christmas Giving 
Tree. This season, your gifts of toys, clothes and books (170 gifts, an 
increase of 20% from last year) were donated to Vernon Social 
Services to help make the season brighter for those in need. We 
thank you for your acts of kindness. We hope you and your family 
enjoyed a wonderful Christmas holiday and have a Happy New 
Year! 
 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Super Bowl Grinders 
It’s time for the 49th Annual Super Bowl. Will your favorite team be 
playing? You can be ready for the big game when you purchase your 
grinder from the Ways and Means Committee. We will be taking orders 
on Sundays during Coffee Hour beginning January 11 until the big day on 
February 1. Don't be left out in the cold without a grinder for the game. 
Order yours now! Any questions? Contact Michelle Bower at 872-7274.  
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

TPC NEWS 
In December, Barbara Hesse, our Field Placement Student, worked with Rev. Joanne Myer on the 
“Lessons and Carols” worship service. During January, Barbara will be visiting with the Sunday School, 
Youth Group and the Confirmation Class and will be giving two Children’s Messages.   
 

January is also the month that your TPC works on the mid-term report on Barbara for Andover Newton. 
As we have done in the past, we are requesting feedback from the congregation regarding her preaching, 
visitations and other interactions with the congregation.   
 

Please contact the TPC (Steve Boucher, Betsy Gerakaris, Marilyn Newton, Karen Prewo, Mike Swan) with 
your comments.   
 
 



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS 
 
 

 Prayer Shawl Group 

Join us on the second Wednesday of the month at 1 PM in the Library  or feel 
free to make one at home. Questions? Contact Phyllis Chase, 860-875-8653.  
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

BOARDS and COMMITTEES  
If you are planning an event and would like to have it 
“advertised” please send all pertinent information (name of 
event, date, time and place, board/committee sponsoring it 
and contact phone number) to the Communications 
Committee (jhwilson36@comcast.net) keeping in mind that a 
two- week advance notice is required to have these items 
published in local papers. 

 
 

FEBRUARY CARILLON DEADLINE 
Tuesday, January 13 

 
 

CARING and SHARING SUPPORT GROUP 

Anyone interested in attending this support group is invited to join us on 
Fridays at 10:30 AM in the Library.  This group is open to all who have 
experienced the loss of a loved one and is run by members of our congregation.  
Please feel free to come alone or bring a family member or friend.  Any 
questions?  Contact the Church Office, 860-875-7580.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Cancellation of Church Services or Activities Due to Inclement Weather 
Watch WFSB Channel 3 or go to wfsb.com 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
Our Deepest Sympathy To… 

 Nancy Hilton and family on the loss of her mother, Alice Allen 
  

  Jim Montlick and family on the loss of his wife, Lois 
 

  
 
 

mailto:jhwilson36@comcast.net


The Care Network is offered by the Deacons as a helping hand during difficult 

times.  If you are in need of a ride to church, the doctor, hospital, grocery store, etc., in 
need of meals or a visit, would like more information or would like to join the Care 
Network, please contact Jan Muro (872-1757 or jmoze@hotmail.com) or Susan Pilkons 
(875-4122). 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

      firstchurchofvernon.org 
 

We’re on Facebook. Check us out! 
 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets  

at the Vernon Diner on Tuesday mornings at 6:30 AM. 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FCCV on CABLE TV   

FCCV has been video recording its complete Sunday services since 2004. These worship services, edited 
to 58 minutes, are available for viewing on a one week delay on Comcast Community Voice Channel 5, 
Sunday mornings at 10 AM and Monday evenings at 6 PM.  Check your local listings or go to 
www.CVCCT.org for the dates and times of showings of other FCCV concerts and events. Full length DVDs 
of the services are also available for borrowing in the Library. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

PRAY for our MILITARY 

Following is a list of people in our church family on active duty. We ask that you keep them and their 
families in your prayers.  If you would like to add someone to this list, please contact the Church Office. 

 

Sgt. Steven A. Carr, Jr., husband of Angel Hockenberry Carr  
Nate Slicer, serving in the Army and currently stationed in Germany 
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MEMORY TREE 
Loved ones, living and deceased,  

whom we hold in our thoughts this Christmas season.   
A light on the Memory Tree shines for each person listed below. 

 
Phyllis Chase 

by Arnold, Debbie, Eric and Emily Chase 
Donald Chase 

by Arnold, Debbie, Eric and Emily Chase 
Gary M. Connolly 
by Candy Buswell 

Richard. F. Buswell 
by Candy Buswell 

Donald Newton, our son 
love Allen and Marilyn Newton 

Althea Bacon, her mom 
love Allen and Marilyn Newton 

Raymond Bacon, her dad 
love Allen and Marilyn Newton 

Mabelle Newton, his mom 
love Allen and Marilyn Newton 

William Newton, his dad 
love Allen and Marilyn Newton 

Uncle Donny, we miss you 
love Alexis, Megan, Cooper and Cam 

Don Newton, my brother 
love Bill and William 

Robert and Dorothy Melander 
by Don and Barb Melander 

Carl and Janet Johnson 
by Don and Barb Melander 

David Johnson 
by Don and Barb Melander 

 



Dr. and Mrs. Richard Brooke 
by Betsy and Marinos Gerakaris 

Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Gerakaris 
by Betsy and Marinos Gerakaris 

Les Childs 
by Cathy Foote 
George Foote 

by Gary and Cathy Foote 
Edward A. Potter 

by Jean and Glen Potter 
Dorothy Potter 

by Jean and Glen Potter 
Mildred A. Fajman 

by Jean and Glen Potter 
William J. Fajman 

by Jean and Glen Potter 
Julia and William Hendrickson, parents 

by Chris Kunz 
Charles Woodward 

by Chris Kunz 
Dumdey family 

by John and Sara Koziol 
Koziol family 

by John and Sara Koziol 
Peg 

by John and Sara Koziol 
Frank 

by John and Sara Koziol 
Lois Case 

by the Olmstead family 
Donald Chase 

by Phyllis Chase 
Becky Burr 

by Phyllis Chase 
Marilyn Newton 

by a friend 
Our parents 

by Mike and Elly Swan 
Penny and Walt Simmers 

by Mike and Elly Swan 
Niles Jacoby 

by Mike and Elly Swan 
Jim Melville 

by Mike and Elly Swan 
Our parents, Donald and Christine Richard and Al and Amy Symonds 

by Donna and Dave Symonds 
Jim Melville 

by Patricia Melville 
George Sweet 

by Tom and Lynn Sweet 
Eleanor Sweet 

by Tom and Lynn Sweet 
 



Jesse Sweeting 
by Tom and Lynn Sweet 

Adele Sweeting 
by Tom and Lynn Sweet 

Phil Berry 
by Tom and Lynn Sweet 

Barbara Shaw 
by Bob, Sandra, Kaitlyn, Brian and Sean O’Gara 

Mamie Roby 
by Bob, Sandra, Kaitlyn, Brian and Sean O’Gara 

Our son, Richard E. Pinkham 
by David and Irene Pinkham 

Our son, Ronald A. Pinkham 
by David and Irene Pinkham 

Our son, Robert C. Pinkham 
by David and Irene Pinkham 

Edwina and Raymond Markunas 
by the Markunas family 

Kenneth G. Knauss 
by Steve and Janet Boucher 

James M. Boucher 
by Steve and Janet Boucher 
Catherine McCan, mother 

by Barbara Evensen 
Anna Stevens, sister 
by Barbara Evensen 

My children, Matthew, Susan, Jeannie and James 
by Nan Dreselly 
David Pollack 

with love, Halene  
Beth L’Etoile 

by Halene Fujimoto 
Jane C. Mento 
by Carol Mento 

Anthony Mento 
by Carol Mento 
Leslie L. Lyons 
by Pam Lyons 

Betty F. and Ernest M. Essex 
by Pam Lyons 
Adelle Castle  
by Pam Lyons 
Loved ones 

by Pam Lyons 
Robert and Jean Barr 

by Barbara and Dave Grigg 
Edward and Edith Grigg 
by Barbara and Dave Grigg 

Ed and Eleanor Becker 
by the Becker family 

John and Irene Wasco 
by the Becker family 

 



Joan Myer Glynn, my twin 
by Jean and Bill McDermott 

Adeline McGee 
by Bill and Millie Oliphant 

C. David Oliphant 
by Bill and Millie Oliphant 

Joan Oliphant 
by Bill and Millie Oliphant 

Len Fowler 
by the Fowler family 

Beth Fowler 
by the Fowler family 

John Sackett 
by the Fowler family 

Margaret Sackett 
by the Fowler family 

Eleanor Reid 
by the Fowler family 

Robert and Agnes Miller and Edward and Agnes Klukas, our parents 
by Martin and Margaret Klukas 

R. Leslie Childs 
by Margaret Klukas 

Alice and Emerson Bosworth and Edward C. J. Williams 
by Cheryl Purnell 
Will Livermore 
by Pat Lazeren 

Richard Bryant 
by Shirley Bryant 
Charlotte Driggs 
by Shirley Bryant 
Lorrie Dobson 

by Shirley Bryant 
Marge Salmon 

by Shirley Bryant 
Mona Jackson 

by the Jackson family 
Joseph Jackson 

by the Jackson family 
Vaughn Jackson 

by the Jackson family 
Jon-Paul Weber 

by the Jackson family 
Karen Heebner 
by Larry Heebner 

Jean Pierson 
by Larry Heebner 

Nancie Pidge-Moore 
by Larry Heebner 

My husband, Chuck 
by Paula Dascomb 

My brother-in-law, Ed 
by Paula Dascomb 

 



Jean and Tor Rydberg 
by the Kracke family 
Frederick T. Kracke 
by the Kracke family 

Aunt Shirley 
by the Kracke family 

Aunt Re 
by the Kracke family 
Matthew R. McClure 

by Kathleen Gallo 
Melvin and Frances Yeagle 
by Dick and Betty Ann Wurst 

Paul and Sarah Wurst 
by Dick and Betty Ann Wurst 

Our grandparents 
by Dick and Betty Ann Wurst 

Nancy Kunz, grandma 
by Nate and Emily Gottier 
Carol Gottier, grandma 
by Nate and Emily Gottier 

Helen Metcalf, Amelia Miller, Edna Gottier, Verna Lanz, our grandmothers 
by Eric and Daryl Gottier 

Barbara Allen 
by David Allen 

Yvette Chabotte 
by David Allen 
Matt Holcomb 
by David Allen 
Liz Holcomb 
by David Allen 

Mason Holcomb 
by David Allen 

Riley Holcomb 
by David Allen 
Kenney Allen 
by David Allen 

Elaine O’Donnely 
by David Allen 
Marian Leggio 
by David Allen 

Phil Leggio 
by David Allen 
Art Simmonds 

by Doe Simmonds Adams 
Marty Adams 
by Bill Adams 
Jeffrey Kidd 

by the Kidd family 
Warren Bacon 

by the Kidd family 
Our grandmothers 
by the Kidd family 

 



Our grandfathers 
by the Kidd family 

Dick Saich 
by his wife Jane 

Elly Swan 
by Mike Swan 

John McHugh and Helen McHugh, grandparents and great-grandparents 
by Heidi Morse and Beckett and Lillian Morse 

James M. Ross and Lillian A. Ross, parents of Jane Morse, grandparents of Jim and Melissa Morse and great-
grandparents of Beckett and Lillian Morse 

by Jane and Steve Morse 
Thomas H. Morse and Natalie W. Morse, parents of Steve Morse, grandparents of Jim and Melissa Morse 

and great-grandparents of Beckett and Lillian Morse 
by Jane and Steve Morse 

Howard and Lillian Gittings 
by Vivian Richardson and Gregg and Valerie Moffatt 

Marian and Charles Chamberlain 
by Karen and Karl Prewo 

Bertha and Arnold Strube 
by Karen and Karl Prewo 

Bruce Chamberlain 
by Karen and Karl Prewo 

Karl W. Prewo 
by Karen and Karl Prewo 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


