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CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor      Rev. Meg Watson 
Associate Pastor     Rev. Robin Bird 
Minister of Visitation    Rev. Joanne Myer 
Director of Christian Education  Debi Hockenberry 
Organist       James Burr 
Choir Director      Leanne Connolly 
Church Secretary     Nancy Young 
Field Placement Student   Barbara Hesse 
Phone        (860) 875-7580 
Email         church.secretary@firstchurchofvernon.org 
Website       firstchurchofvernon.org 
 

Sunday Worship  10 AM  
Sunday School   10 AM 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Church Office  Hours 
Monday ð Friday 

8:30 a.m. ð 12:30 p.m. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

ñConnect Through Christ ï Connect With Usò 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The Carillon is published monthly, except for July/August,  
by First Congregational Church of Vernon, U.C.C 

695 Hartford Turnpike 
Vernon, CT 06066 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

    
 

 

FCCV Golf Event Silent Auction  
Begins May 3 

 
The 2015 Golf Event Silent Auction begins on May 3 and ends at Willow 
Brook Golf Course on June 13. This is a major fundraiser for our church. 
Come down to Fellowship Hall each Sunday and silently bid on all the 
wonderful offerings.  
 
Donations for the Auction are needed and will be accepted through May 31. 
If you have an item, service or other donation, please contact Gaile Dembeck 
at 860/871 -1265or kurtgaile@sbcglobal.net. 
 
 

 

mailto:kurtgaile@sbcglobal.net


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to the 2015 FCCV Golf Event at Willow Brook Golf Course 

on Saturday, June 13.  
 

¶ Be a player! Bring a foursome and compete in the on-course games, including the 

50/50 putting contest. 
 

¶ Be a sponsor! Show your support by sponsoring a tee, one of the on-course games 

or the luncheon after the games. 
 

¶ Be a donor! We need high value auction items such as…use of a vacation home, a 

time-share, bottles of wine, works of art, antiques, etc. 
 

Beginning on May 3, the Golf Committee will be promoti ng the Golf Event in Fellowship 
Hall during Coffee Hour. Stop by our table to view and bid on auction items, sign up to 
play and compete in the 50/50 putting contest.  
 

The Golf Event is a major fund-raiser for our church. With your help we will achieve 
success…and have fun doing it. 
 

Any questions? See Paul Shimer, Harmon Howe, Tony Muro, Gaile Dembeck, Phyllis Chase, 
Sue Pilkons, Steve Leary, Dean Watson or Elly Swan. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

by Debi Hockenberry, Director of Christian Education  
 

Sunday School News 
It's May! Things are starting to turn green. We can open our 
windows and let in the fresh air. The birds are singing. There are 
new babies everywhere! 
 

The J*Walkrz, Rev. Robin and I were lucky enough to meet some of these babies at the Heifer Farm a few 
weeks ago. There were baby goats and lambs to pat and play with. In April we did a "Read to Feed" 



project to earn money for Heifer International. I'll be handing out a flyer for an open house at the Heifer 
Farm on May 16. It's just a little past Sturbridge, Massachusetts and what a wonderful, impactful trip for 
the litt le ones. The children can see first-hand why they were earning money for Heifer and children like 
Beatrice in the story, Beatrice's Goat, which we read in group Sunday School. They will also learn how 
people in poverty live by going into their homes. There is even a North Carolina home for them to 
experience. God is working at Heifer, that's for sure. I highly recommend bringing your children and, best 
of all, it's free! 
 

                                                          ----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Vacation Bible School, July 6-10 from 9 AM-12 PM 
Don't forget to sign up for Vacation Bible School! Cost is $20 and the deadline for 
registering is May 31! You can find registration forms on the Sunday School bulletin board 
or ask Debi Hockenberry or Deb Hampton. 
 

                            ----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Our Toddler Room is staffed and open every Sunday from 9:45 AM until after the 

Worship Service for toddlers ages 12 months to 3 years. We also offer a Crib Room for infants up to 12 
months and their parents that is located upstairs near the balcony. This offers you an opportunity to be 
with your child  if you need to leave the worship service for any reason and still be able to hear the 
service. An usher will be happy to direct you if you are in need of assistance. 
 

 ----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

J*Walkrz News 
What an awesome trip we had to Heifer Farm! We slogged around in a lot of 
mud and learned how very hard just existing is when you don't have simple 
things we take for granted like grocery stores, beds, bathrooms, water. We were 
very tired and very hungry, but we also gained a whole new appreciation for 
some of our fellow Earthlings.  
 

Hands on Hartford, July 13-17.  If you are interested please sign up on the 
J*Walkrz Bulletin Board by the end of May! 
 

We're raising some awesome kids here at FCCV!  God bless you all. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Dates to Remember 
May 3     3-6PM, the J*Walkrz are going to the CT UCC Youth Revival in Bloomfield! Check it out on  
   CTUCC.org    
 

May 16   Open House at Heifer Farm (heifer.org/farm ), Rutland, MA. It's free!     
 

May 17   The Sunday School Choir (If you like to sing and you're a kid, that's YOU!). We come, we            
       practice and then we sing upstairs for everyone. Meet in Kellogg Hall at 9:15 AM. 
 

               3:30PM, J*Walkrz Meeting 
 

May 31   Confirmation Sunday. We have 5 young women joining our church. Please come and  
   welcome them! 
 

                Deadline for Vacation Bible School and Hands on Hartford sign ups! 

http://ctucc.org/
http://www.heifer.org/farm


June 14   Children's Sunday. Our theme will be Ephesians 5:8 “You are light in the Lord. Walk as   
   children of light." 
 

July 6-10   Vacation Bible School 
 

July 13-17 Hands on Hartford 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 

Blanket Sunday, Mother’s Day, May 10 
Purchase a blanket ‘in honor” or “in memory” of a special woman in 
your life. Just $5 will purchase a sturdy, wool blanket through Church 
World Services. These blankets are used in the United States and 
abroad in times of need and disaster. Use the order form below or 
order during Coffee Hour on Sunday, May 3. 
      
Deadline for ordering is May 3.  
 
 

 

 

BLANKET ORDER FORM 
 
I wish to donate $5 for a blanket: 
 
In honor of ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In memory of _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _________________________________ Email _________________________________________ 
 
Please make your check payable to WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP and mail to: 
 Daryl Gottier 

15 Kenneth Drive 
Vernon, CT 06066   
 

Questions?  Call Daryl, 860-871-8594.  

 
 
 
 



NOMINATING COMMITTEE NEWS 
The Nominating Committee is responsible for helping FCCV Boards 
and Committees find members to fill open positions that exist year-to-
year. The Committee is composed of the following people: Moderator, 
Vice Moderator, Pastor(s), Clerk, one representative from each Board 
of the Church, and one representative from the Stewardship and 
Evangelism Committee. 

 

Church Council has begun the process of finding people for upcoming and/or existing vacancies, and we 
will schedule meetings for the Nominating Committee shortly. If you are interested in serving on any 
Board or Committee or have questions, please contact Tom Sweet, Moderator, at 860-875-3172. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

IN CARE COMMITTEE NEWS 
As many of you are aware, Leanne Connolly, our Choir Director, is currently taking steps to become a 
Commissioned Minister of Music in the UCC. She is working with the Tolland Association Council on 
Ministry, and is being supported by the In Care Committee here at FCCV. We feel that it is time to give our 
church family an opportunity to learn more about what Commissioned Ministry means in our 
denomination and why having a CMM is a plus for our church. Leanne would like to share with you her 
thoughts regarding this step in her ministerial journey. To this end, there will be a brief informational 
meeting after church on June 7 at 11:30 AM. More details will be forthcoming. Please consider attending  
to learn and to support Leanne! 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

FCCV WEBSITE UPDATE 
Thanks to the hard work of Sue Mias and her Architectural Students 
at Windham Technical High School we now have floor plans on our 
website of the lower level of our building. 
 

Two versions are available. One is fully labeled with room names 
and access points. The other is blank so you can fill in your own 
labels - for example, posting directions to the nearest fire exit or the 
location of various booths at fairs or tag sales. 
 

Several links to these floor plans are on the website. You can access/print both by going to the bottom of 
the “Directions” page or by looking under “Floor Plans” on the “Search our SITE MAP” page. You can 
access/print just the labeled floor plan on the “Events” page (click on “CURRENT EVENTS” and the link 
wi ll be at the top of the screen) “Click here to see meeting room locations.” All three of these locations are 
accessible from any main page on the site. 
 

Take a look at what Sue’s students have accomplished for us. These are professional CAD drawings! 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Tuesday morning Bible Study, 11 AM in the Library 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Theology on Tap, Thursdays at 6 PM at the R House Restaurant 



HISTORICAL NOTES…  

by Lynn Sweet, Historian 
 

Last month’s historical note featured the initial work of the Building Fund 
Committee…the group charged with raising the funds needed to rebuild our church. 
This month we take a look at the Building Committee, 13 members strong.  These 
folks were engaged in the monumental task of actually getting the new building 
constructed. (As an aside, I would like to acknowledge Mr. Whitney T. (Spike) Ferguson, who was a 
member of the Building Committee. Spike attends Sunday worship almost every week. Thank you, sir!)  
 

The Building Committee held its first meeting on January 31, 1965. They outlined what they considered 
some of the “favorable features” of the former building: acoustics, feeling of warmth, beauty due to 
simplicity and others.   
 

Mr. John Cadman, himself an architect, quoted a famous church architect, “A building committee is first a 
steering committee, then a program committee and finally a building committee.” It seems that he was 
suggesting a measured pace going forward.   
 

To that end, the committee decided that a survey should be made of all the groups (boards/committees) 
of the church to determine their needs. Drawing in as many people and ideas as possible was stressed.  
Specific committee members were assigned to contact each group to ask them to state their needs in 
regard to space, storage areas and equipment.   
 

Two committee members were assigned to compile a list of churches to be visited in order to get ideas 
that might be helpful in the rebuilding. Among churches visited were Community Baptist (Manchester), 
Trinity Covenant (Manchester), First Church of Christ (Newington) and the Smith College Chapel.   
 

At the February 24th meeting a statement was drafted to be read at the big Rebuilding Fund kick-off 
dinner which was coming up. It included the following points: 1. There was agreement amongst 
committee members that a colonial style church with some interior innovations would be built. 2. The 
committee members are currently “studying, educating themselves, and learning the needs and feelings 
of all the groups in the Church. Upon completion of this investigating stage, the members will be prepared 
to make the proper decisions.” 
 

In addition to input from the “official” groups within the church, there were many “suggestion letters” 
written by individuals. Some have been preserved amongst all the records about the rebuilding. These 
letters are so carefully written and sincere. Almost universally, the writers call for the outside of the 
building to be very similar to what was lost (recognized almost immediately by the committee, as seen 
above).  Other suggestions…do not have doors on the pews, full balcony (around the sides) not necessary, 
mostly due to the expense that would incur. Most people said the committee should look to the future and 
anticipate that the church would grow.   
 

The rebuilding effort was really beginning! Next month: Choosing an architect. 
 

 
 

JUNE CARILLON DEADLINE 
Tuesday, May 12 

 

 



TPC NEWS 
We are coming to the conclusion of the program year with Barbara Hesse. Her final evaluation is due at 
Andover Newton on May 4th. Her last Sunday for this semester will be May 17th. Barbara has participated 
in the Sunrise Service on Easter Sunday and gave her last sermon on April 12th. She has been 
participating in the Confirmation Program and will attend Confirmation Sunday.   
  

Our very exciting news is that Barbara, like some of our past students, has decided to do a second year of 
Field Placement at FCCV. We look forward to helping her continue on her faith journey and ours as we 
move into our 20th year as a Teaching Parish.    
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS 
Women's Fellowship Scholarship 
There is a $500 scholarship available to a church member further ing their 
education. Applications may be picked up in the Church Office and should 
be returned to the Women's Fellowship mailbox by May 31. 
 

                                                        ----------------------------------------------------------- 
  

Prayer Shawl Group 

Join us on the second Tuesday of the month at 1 PM in the Library  or feel free to make one at home. 
Questions? Contact Phyllis Chase, 860-875-8653.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

MIND + SPIRIT SUPPORT GROUP 
2nd and 4th Mondays of every month at 7 PM in the Library 
The “Mind + Spirit Support Group” (MSSG) is designed for those in our 
faith community who are challenged with mental health issues, as well as 
those people who care for others in the home and out in the community. 
The stigma associated with behavioral health challenges is a roadblock for 
many in our community. One goal of this support group is to diminish the 
stigma and attitude toward these challenges and to open a dialogue 
within our congregation. Offering a safe space for members to support 
one another is the primary focus of the group. This group is NOT a 
therapeutic session. It is NOT intended to replace a person’s medical or 

behavioral health provider and/or therapist. There are guidelines we will go over at every meeting to 
assure safety and confidentiality. There are strict rules that must be adhered to in order that a trust can 
develop within the group. Please contact Leanne Connolly at lconnolly1825@gmail.com or 860-462-4694 
if you have any questions. 
 

 

ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE 
The deadline for Boards and Committees to submit reports for the Annual Report  

for the Annual Organizational Meeting in June is Monday, May 5. 
No exceptions, please.  

Reports should be turned in to Nancy in the Church Office. Thank you! 

 

mailto:lconnolly1825@gmail.com


 We would like to say a heartfelt òthank youó for all the support, prayers 

and cards we received during Dadõs illness and following his death. The 

love we felt from our church family really embraced us during a difficult time. 

We also thank the choir for their wonderful tribute to him and the Deacons 

for the bountiful reception following his memorial service. 

       In Christi an love, 

              The Kunz and Gottier families 
 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 Thank you for all the prayers, cards and visits after my surgeries. It all helped to make the healing 

process move quickly. I feel really blessed to have such a caring church family. 

              Phyllis Chase  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CARING and SHARING SUPPORT GROUP 
Anyone interested in attending this support group is invited to join us on 
Fridays at 10:30 AM in the Library.  This group is open to all who have 
experienced the loss of a loved one and is run by members of our 
congregation.  Please feel free to come alone or bring a family member or 
friend.  Any questions?  Contact the Church Office, 860-875-7580.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                                       

 

      firstchurchofvernon.org 
 

We’re on Facebook. Check us out! 
 
 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The Care Network is offered by the Deacons as a helping hand during 

difficult times.  If you are in need of a ride to church, the doctor, hospital, grocery 
store, etc., in need of meals or a visit, would like more information or would like to 
join the Care Network, please contact Jan Muro (872-1757 or jmoze@hotmail.com) 
or Susan Pilkons (875-4122). 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

  The Men’s Breakfast Group  

              meets at the Vernon Diner on  
                                   Tuesday mornings at 6:30 AM. 

mailto:jmoze@hotmail.com


FCCV on CABLE TV   

FCCV has been video recording its complete Sunday services since 2004. These worship services, edited 
to 58 minutes, are available for viewing on a one week delay on Comcast Community Voice Channel 5, 
Sunday mornings at 10 AM and Monday evenings at 6 PM.  Check your local listings or go to CVCCT.org 
for the dates and times of showings of other FCCV concerts and events. Full length DVDs of the services 
are also available for borrowing in the Library. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

PRAY for our MILITARY 

Following is a list of people in our church family on active duty. We ask that you keep them and their 
families in your prayers.  If you would like to add someone to this list, please contact the Church Office. 

 

Sgt. Steven A. Carr, Jr., husband of Angel Hockenberry Carr  
Nate Slicer, serving in the Army and currently stationed in Germany 

 
 
 
 

http://www.cvcct.org/

