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Sunday Worship  10 AM  
Sunday School   10 AM 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 

8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

“Connect Through Christ – Connect With Us” 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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695 Hartford Turnpike 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

by Debi Hockenberry, Director of Christian Education 
It's been a great first year here at FCCV. I had fun in the Spirit. I 
hope you did, too.   
 
 

Summer Sunday School runs through August and Summer Sunday School teachers are needed! I'll 
write/find the lesson plans. Please sign up on the sheet posted on the Sunday School Bulletin Board 
outside of the Library. I am willing to teach when I am here, but for 3 weeks of the summer, I won't be.   
 

Not enough kids signed up for the Hands on Hartford mission project for the fee they expect to be 
feasible, so I will plan a Mission Week for the first or second week of August. Please let me know if the 
first week works for you, because more kids can do that week. Thank you! 
 

Sunday School Teachers for 2015-2106 Are Needed! Let's get together after church on July 12 to 
discuss what we liked, what we didn't, give suggestions, offer complaints and basically discuss how to 
make the 2015-2016 year the best we can. In the meantime, I'll be busy planning fun things for next year! 



Our Toddler Room is staffed and open every Sunday from 9:45 AM until after the Worship Service for 

toddlers ages 12 months to 3 years. We also offer a Crib Room for infants up to 12 months and their 
parents that is located upstairs near the balcony. This offers you an opportunity to be with your child if 
you need to leave the worship service for any reason and still be able to hear the service. An usher will be 
happy to direct you if you are in need of assistance. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Tuesday morning Bible Study and Theology on Tap  
are taking a break for the summer. See you in September! 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS  
Women's Fellowship Retreat  
September 25 and 26 
If you have not already done so, please submit your deposit 
of $56.50 to Jane Saich (860-872-6242). The remaining 
balance of $56.50 is due by September 1 and should be given 
to Kathy Bainbridge (860-536-4487). Please make all checks payable to Women's Fellowship. If you have 
been wanting to sign up but haven't yet, there is still time. Just sign the list on the Women's Fellowship 
bulletin board (near the coffee pots). For more information, please call Millie Oliphant (860-872-7106). 
Remember, if you attend church here, you are already a member of Women's Fellowship. Come be a part 
of the fun. Our topic this year is "Angels." 
 

Prayer Shawl Group 

Join us on the second Tuesday of the month at 1 PM in the Library or feel free to make one at home. 
Questions? Contact Phyllis Chase, 860-875-8653.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

MIND and SPIRIT SUPPORT GROUP 
2nd and 4th Mondays of every month at 7 PM in the Library 
The “Mind and Spirit Support Group” (MSSG) is designed for those in our 
faith community who are challenged with mental health issues, as well as 
those people who care for others in the home and out in the community. 
The stigma associated with behavioral health challenges is a roadblock for 
many in our community. One goal of this support group is to diminish the 
stigma and attitude toward these challenges and to open a dialogue 
within our congregation. Offering a safe space for members to support 
one another is the primary focus of the group. This group is NOT a 
therapeutic session. It is NOT intended to replace a person’s medical or 

behavioral health provider and/or therapist. There are guidelines we will go over at every meeting to 
assure safety and confidentiality. There are strict rules that must be adhered to in order that a trust can 
develop within the group. Please contact Leanne Connolly at lconnolly1825@gmail.com or 860-462-4694 
if you have any questions. Please Note: During the summer we will meet on July 13, August 10 and 17. 
 

SEPTEMBER CARILLON DEADLINE 
Tuesday, August 11 

mailto:lconnolly1825@gmail.com


HISTORICAL NOTES…  

by Lynn Sweet, Historian 
By mid-March, 1965 both the Building Committee and the Building Fund 
Committee were well established and working tirelessly, making a good start on 
the serious business of getting the church rebuilt. These two groups spearheaded 
the effort, but they were very aware that the entire church family needed to be kept 
well informed and “in the loop” so that everyone would feel part of the process.  
Many hands, hearts, prayers and dollars would be needed to complete the task at 
hand. 
 

After choosing John Cadman as architect on March 14, the Building Committee met again on March 17 
and 21. They were hearing from representatives of various boards and committees of the church. These 
groups had been given a “Program Requirements Questionnaire” to aid them in assessing needs 
regarding space and equipment for the areas of their responsibility. There was a report from the Deacons 
and Deaconesses on what they would like to see considered in the plan for the sanctuary. They listed 
fifteen suggestions. As I look around our sanctuary in 2015, I can see that most of their recommendations 
were taken! The Board of Christian Education stated in its report that they were estimating attendance of 
640 to 680 in Sunday School by the year 1975. (Keep in mind that at the time of the fire the Sunday 
School averaged over 300 children per Sunday). There was a lot of building in Vernon at the time and 
churches were growing. While this was the optimistic report of the CE Board, the Building Committee 
was not inclined to build quite to the level suggested. One building committee member stated “We should 
build for our present needs now and add a couple more classrooms for further expansion, rather than 
build for the attendance that is expected in ten years.” Another group that “thought big” was the Music 
Committee.  Their suggestion was seating capacity for a sixty-member senior choir and a thirty-member 
junior choir.  This was trimmed to seating for a thirty-member senior choir. The Music Committee 
suggested that the Choir Room be upstairs where it is currently located. They also thought that it could be 
a “multi-use” room, as the choir would only use it twice a week. Reports came also from the Trustees,  
Women’s Fellowship (concerning the kitchen) and the Historian. As you can see, the Building Committee 
was doing their best to gather information, allowing all to be heard while keeping costs in mind. 
 

Speaking of costs, the Building Fund Committee was also meeting frequently in March 1965. The 
canvass campaign, as of the March 11 meeting, was reported to have raised $167,340 in pledges to the 
Building Fund. Of the 384 pledging units that had been identified, 304 had pledged. The professional 
fundraiser, Mr. Greenlaw, presented his report, received the committee’s thanks and was dismissed. The 
future work of the committee would be:  
       “1. Make sure that the canvass is completed properly.  
 2. Continually canvass people brought into the church in the next three years.  
 3. Consider appeals that we might make in the future.  
 4. Consider type of financing we will need to complete the building of this new church.  
 5. Whatever follow up is necessary to get the 92-95 percent on collections.”  
 

At two more March meetings of the Building Fund Committee, financing the new church began to be 
discussed at length. For instance, it was recommended by the Finance Committee that the church’s 
annual budget could not take much more than $5000 per year repayment on a mortgage. They talked 
about church bonds and loans from insurance companies and banks. They needed more information from 
the Building Committee before proceeding further. They wanted an idea of how long the actual 
construction would take. They decided to establish some Building Fund subcommittees such as 
Conservation (follow up of pledges), Additional Financing, Outside Solicitation and Outreach. 
 

 



 
 

 Many thanks for making my birthday so memorable. The flowers 

from church were so beautiful and I am still enjoying them. I appreciate 

the lovely cards I received and lunch with Jan Muro and ‘the girls.” 

How blessed I am to have been a part of this church for so many years. 

       Sincerely, 

       Geraldine Strong  
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 Thank you to everyone for the many prayers, cards, meals and rides throughout my illness. I am 

blessed to know such caring people. I now see why you are called a “church family.” 

               Debb ie Chase 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

To My Church Family,  

 Thank you for  all your prayers, cards and phone calls when I was ill with a respiratory infection. Your 

concern and thoughtfulness meant more to me than you will ever know. I have missed being active in 

church activities and hope to return to the choir in the Fall.  

               With Christian Love,  

               Margaret Klukas 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CARING and SHARING SUPPORT GROUP 
Anyone interested in attending this support group is invited to join us on 
Fridays at 10:30 AM in the Library.  This group is open to all who have 
experienced the loss of a loved one and is run by members of our 
congregation.  Please feel free to come alone or bring a family member or 
friend.  Any questions?  Contact the Church Office, 860-875-7580.  
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                               
 

      firstchurchofvernon.org 
 

We’re on Facebook. Check us out! 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The Care Network is offered by the Deacons as a helping hand during 

difficult times.  If you are in need of a ride to church, the doctor, hospital, grocery 
store, etc., in need of meals or a visit, would like more information or would like to 
join the Care Network, please contact Jan Muro (872-1757 or jmoze@hotmail.com) 
or Susan Pilkons (875-4122) 

mailto:jmoze@hotmail.com


 

 

The Men’s Breakfast Group  

                     meets at the Vernon Diner   
            on Tuesday mornings at 6:30 AM. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FCCV on CABLE TV   

FCCV has been video recording its complete Sunday services since 2004. These worship services, edited 
to 58 minutes, are available for viewing on a one week delay on Comcast Community Voice Channel 5, 
Sunday mornings at 10 AM and Monday evenings at 6 PM.  Check your local listings or go to CVCCT.org 
for the dates and times of showings of other FCCV concerts and events. Full length DVDs of the services 
are also available for borrowing in the Library. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

PRAY for our MILITARY 

Following is a list of people in our church family on active duty. We ask that you keep them and their 
families in your prayers.  If you would like to add someone to this list, please contact the Church Office. 

 

Sgt. Steven A. Carr, Jr., husband of Angel Hockenberry Carr 
Nate Slicer, serving in the Army and currently stationed in Germany 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

WAYS and MEANS COMMITTEE NEWS 
Mark your calendars for these coming events! 
 

August 15  Chicken Dinner 
September 19 Mums and Bake Sale with rent-a-space Tag Sale 
October 16  Beef Burgundy Dinner 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FCCV STATEMENT of SAFE CHURCH POLICY 
“As a gathered community of faith who have covenanted together to minister to all needs, our Safe 
Church Policy is written to make it clear that all forms of abuse and exploitation are prohibited and will 
not be tolerated. Our members must be able to worship and work together in a climate free from 
inappropriate behavior.”  
 
 
 
 

http://www.cvcct.org/

