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“Be God’'s hands and feet, do somet hi
Sunday Worship 10 AM
Sunday School 10 AM
Phone (860) 875-7580
Email church.secretary@firstchurchdvernon.org
Website www. firstchurchofvernon.org
Church Office Hours Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m:12:30 p.m.
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by First Congregational Church of VerngnJ.C.C
695 Hartford Turnpike
Vernon, CT 0606

R Blessing of the Animals
X T\\ Sunday, October 9

Calling all petlovers! Lovers of dogs, cats, birds, turtles, fish,
lessi hamsters, guinea pigs, rabbits, hedgéhCOh AEE AEAT O C
Blessing of okay, I thinkyoO CA O OjiAusbni thelside8awn for a special
ll the Animals blessing! (Be advised that any reptiles, ahnids, lions, tigers and
;f“':z)_ AAAOOBITEEIIIUABB 8AT AOOAA XCurbrieA £A O8
Ay {q{l}*% ceremony will start after church around 11:45 AMor when the

majority of the animals are present.

FROM the MODERATOR
by Sue Mias

| cannot begin to tellyou how filled with joy | have been these past few <
months as| have watched numerous church members take ownership of the O
church and accomplish so much in and around the church. It makes my hea
sing! It is truly amazing what a church body can do! b=

| would like to acknowledge and extend a very heartfelhank youdto Gaie
Dembeck and her garden elves whdave been working diligently on the
grounds of the church weeding, planting, trimming and watering. The grounds
have never looked better.

They say tte closing of one door opens another. The Hockanum Valley Child Care program closed their
doors in June. This has allowed us to reclaim our Suayl School wing and usét for our Sunday School
program. A big @hank youd to Millie Oliphant for leading the Boad of Christian Ed and others in the



cleaning, painting and preparation of the classrooms to ready them for the start of the program yed.
special @hank you6to Dave Symonds and his helpers for washing, stripping, and waxitie floors of the
Sunday Scbol wing.

Hopefully, you have all noticed the new flooring in the breezeway and the administrative hallway. Thank
you to Furnishings & Memorials for cleaning and painting the breezeway in preparation for the new
flooring. Furnishing & Memorials has also pvided a lot of new fumishings for the Sunday School.

Thanks to Dave Symonds and an ad hoc committee, a new stove has been installed in the kitchen. This
stove should be safer and save us money on our gas bill.

The sound system has a new station irhé balcony. A desk was installed to hold the mixer board and
pews were removed to provide space for people to operate the systems well as enable taping of our
services.

Thank you to Andy Myer and Greg Mias @s, | guess | better thank him too!) for helipg to move the choir
and our Minister of Music to their new homes.There was a lot of going up and down stairand they
certainly would have goneway over their steps if they were wearing Fitbits.

Thank you to Barb Melander and the Boy Scouts for instilg a new handicapped ramp at the Center
Roadside doors to Fellowship Hall.

It is so greatto see the parking lot full withall sorts of hustle and bustle going on at the chulhcno matter
when you pass by. Thiss a true indication of just how vibrant and full of life our church is.We have such
an amazing church. Our congregation is filled with so many giving and caring people. |1 would love to
mention all who worked on our church this summer, but the list would be long and | do not want to
overlook someone. | would like to thank each and every one of you for all the time and effort you have put
into making our church shine bright. You have my deepest gratitude and appreciation. Truly you do. Each
and every one of you should be proud ofllethat you have accomplished.Know that your work does not
go unnoticed and is greatly appreciated by all!

@ Junior Choir welcomes allkids in grades K6. This choir is not about
(3 3 ; carrying a tune, although we work on thatlt is not about a filling choir sound,
although we work on that too.Choir for children, in my classes, is about

— ] putting words, that assure them of Jesusove, into their hearts.Childrend O
p V b choirs give children a chance to lead the service, to stand wand be a part of

, ’ , : . o

Chddl’“@ﬂs ChOII’“ the service- a foundationfor adult choirs in years to come.

All children are welcome to come to our rehearsalsflthey are nervousabout standing up and singing in
church,theydod O T AAA O1T Al) 6GRA EAGEQEDAAAUE A0 xEAE AIODCE
stand in front to sing ¢hey did, usually, sing in the pew)As long as they are learningand sharingthe
message of loe,they are growing and learning and they are choir members

Rehearsals are Sundays after the worship servicat 11:30 AM for 20 minutes or so. V& will sing at least
once a month at the morning worshipservice.

If you havequestions or comments, contat Althea Madigan860-870-5185 or childsings@comcast.net


mailto:860-870-5185%20or%20childsings@comcast.net
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God. is still speakivg, T E OPEN AND AFFIRMING
UNITED CHURCH & & / COALITION

i UHITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

+

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH of VERNON OPEN and AFFIRMING PROGRAM
Peace and Blessings to our congregation!

Just as a A EOA OE A O &ffirmiAgl (ON®) is the United Church of Christ's (UCC) designation for
congregations, campus ministries, and other bodies in the UCC which make a public covenant of welgome
into their full life and ministry, to persons of all sexualorientations, gender identities and gender
expressions.

Earlier this year, Church Council formed an atloc committee to put together a program by which a
congregation determines if theywill declare being Open &Affirming. The adhoc committee has read
books and articles and invited the Rev.Susan Foster from the East Woodstk Congregational Church
(Open & Affirming) to our May meeting. Along with UCC resources, we have put together various
opportunities to understand Open & A£AE O ET ¢ Al A Eniessagé @ndOvEtd IGok & those A O «
Bible verses that may confuse ys

Below is an outline of our plan. We will use this to track the progress of the program.
October 2016 Sign up for a Congregational Cottage Meeting
November 2016 Cottage Meetings

December 2016 Guest Speakers from the High School Gay/Straight Alliance and PFLAGParents,
Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays)

January 2017 Sermon: Generations
Creating a proposed FCCV Open &ffirming Statement

February 2017 Counci Agreement on a Proposed Open & Affirming Statement
February 12, 2017 Congregational Vote

The adhoc committee will host fivecottage meeings in November- two on Sundaysand three during the
week. Signup sheets will be available in the Hrthex in Octdoer. There will be someinteresting handouts

at the signup table so you can educate yourself befe your cottage meeting.During the cottage
meetings, we want to hear your story, your concerns, your support, whatever you want to share. We will
add our thoughts about the books we have read. It will be a safe space to share thoughts and have good
discussion.

In December, we will have guest speakers from the two organizations listed abovéere will be time for
guestions and answersOnce we coordinate aiime for our two guests, we will let you know. Feel free to
look them up on the web.

In January, we will start formulating a possible Open & Affirming Statement. We will poskamples of
statements in the Mrthex and you can circle or underline key phrasethat resonate with you. There will
be space to add a sentence or two.

Also in January, three FCCV members widam-preach. The trio represents three generations and they
will provide their feelings on the importance of declaring Open & Affirming.



If you feel inclined, we arealso accepting essays from anpember who feels stronglyabout Open &
Affirming. These essays will bé D O Aelddiin@He Sunday bulléin throughout this program. ContactJane
Harvell if you want to share your story by writing an essay. Her email address is below.

FCCV Ad-Hoc Committee

Cathy Foote ¢.foote@omcast.nej

Halene Fujimoto (halenemfujimoto@yahoo.com)

Kathleen Gallo kathleenRgallo@gmail.com

Jane Harvd (jeharvell@earthlink.net)

Deb Hockenberry (ir.christian.ed@firstchurchofvernon.org)
Bess Howe (hhowejr@comcast.ngt

Greg Mias (gregmias@comcast.net)

Andy Myer (amyer1045@yahoo.com)

Patty Noblet (pattyn44@aol.com

East Woodstock Congregational Church voted to be an Open &Affirming con gregation of the United
Church of Christ. Below is their statement.

O4EA %AOO 711 AOOT AE #1 1 COACAOGEIT T Al #EOOAE
Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a church, we welcome and affirm all persons of every race,geyeler, family
structure, physical or mental ability, economic status, faith baecground, nationality, sexual orientation,
gender expression and gender identity into the full life and ministry of this community of faith, including
membership and leaderslp. We welcome and embrace the gifts that each child of God brings to the life of
our congregation. As an Open and Affirming church, we join our sisters and brothers in the United Church
of Christ and all persons who are committed to the struggle for juste, love and inclusiveness, with the
AgAi I A AT A OAAAEET CcO 1T £ *AOOO #EOEOO AO 1 00 COE

BOARD of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
NEWS

by Debi Hockenberry, Director of Christian Education

FROM THE

“NDIRECTOR OF

Happy Fall, Y'all!

Wow, our first couple of weeks of Sunday School haveedn a whirling dervish of fun.Everyone has
settled into their new classrooms, J*Walkrz and Jr. Jz havaditheir first meetings.

Speaking of youth goups, we have some furthings going on in OctoberOn the 10" we will be going on a
Whale Watch.l don't know if you have ever been on ondyut, whales are the most spiritfilled animals. It
is hard to descrike. You have to experiencét. OnOctober 30 we will be scaring ourselves with our annual
trip to The Haunted Graveyard at Lake Compouncé signup sheet is posted on the J*Walkrz bulletin
board.

As | write this, we have collected only 5 boxes of pta for our neighbors in needl KNOW we can do
better than this. We want to raise loving caring kids whotake care of their community.Please help them
to remember their neighborsin need at the grocery storelf everyone bringsin just 2 boxes ofpasta,
that's 66 boxesand a whole lot of mealdor our food-scarce neighborsThe class thatcollects the most
gets to pick from my prize basket at the endf the month.October is tuna ish month. Let's ALL bring in a
can or two of this protein-rich food for our Comerstone Food Pantry.Thank you!



mailto:c.foote@comcast.net
mailto:c.foote@comcast.net
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October Schedule

Oct1
Oct 2

Oct9

Oct10

Oct 16

Oct 23

Oct 30

Don't forget to shop for Tuna this month!!

We're raising some awesome kids here at FCCV!

Family Night Out, 5-9 PM

Group Sunday School in the "Inner Sanctum
J*Walkrz Meeting, 3:30-5 PM- Topic: Gossip

Group Sunday School in the "Inner Sanctum”
Jr. )z Meeting, 3:30-5 PM

Whale Watch!! We will be meeting early morning (exact time will be shared with those who
signed up after | book the trip)

Sunday School
J*Walkrz Meeting, 3:30-5 PM- Movie Night! Bring a friend!

Sunday School
Jr.Jz Meeting, 3:30-5 PM

Sunday School, please wear yourHalloween costume!Bring a friend!
Trunk-or-Treat Party, 11:00-11:3 AM

Trunk-or-Treat, 11:30 AM

J*Walkrz and Jr. Jz, Haunted Graveyard Trip, 3:30-9:30 PM

REMINDER.... Sunday School classes end at 11:15 AM.

Our Toddler Room is staffed and open every Sunday from 9:45 AM until after the Worship Service for
toddlers ages12 months to 3 years. We also offer &rib Room for infants up to 12 months and their
parents that is located upstairs near the balcony. This offers you an opportunity to be with your child if
you need to leave the worship service for any reason andilsbe able to hear the service. An usher will be
happy to direct you if you are in need of assistance.

November CARILLON Deadline
Tuesday, October 11

Shepherd’s Pie Dinner
Friday, October 21, 5-6:30 PM
Sponsored by the Ways & Means Committee
Dinner includes salad, roll and apple pie
Cost: adults $13; children $6




WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS

The Holiday Fair, November 4 and 5 is just around the corner and we
need your help to make it a success. AOAS O ET x UT O AAI

1 Setup on Friday

1 Work at the fair Friday and/or Saturday

1 Bake cookies for the Cookie Booth(contact Delythe Kracke,
delythek@yahoo.comor 860-872-3004) or any other goodies for
the Baked Goods Table
Knit or crochet mittens, scarves, hats
Make ol clothes, aprons, potholders, placemats . :
Donate quilted, crossstitched or painted items Ho]ulay Cra{‘l l:a]r
Donate jewelry
Pick up a craft kit to take home and work on
Donate houseplants (African Violets, Snake or Jade plants, etc.) to the Plant Booth. Pot them
now so theywill be ready in November.
1 Donate small pine cones (not the long white ones)

T $11TAOA 160906 DPEAOOOA A&EOAI AO

Thanks to all who have responded to our request&eing involved in the Fair is a lot of fun and a great
way to meet new people. If you haversy questions or want to volunteer, all Phyllis Chase, 866875-8653
or email Daryl Gottier, edengott@sbcglobal.net.

Basket Group
Basket Group is making gift baskets to sell at theHoliday Fair and neets on Thursdays at 10 AM in
Fellowship Hall. No skill required.

Prayer Shawl Group
Jin us on thesecond Tuesday of the month at 1 PM in the Library or feel free to make one at home.
Questions?Contect Phyllis Chase, 86675-8653.

Tuesday, October 25, noon at Mitchell's Restaurant

We need ahead count,so please sign up on the lseet posted in Fellowship Hall, but if you decidéo join
us at the last minute that is okay tooAnyone needing a ride shoulanake note on the sigrup sheet orcall
Jan Muro at860-872-1757.

BOARD of MISSIONS NEWS

Thanksgiving will be here before we know it As we hae for many years, the Board
of Missions will be collecting food items, including frozen turkeys, to provide
Thanksgiving meals for familiesn need in the Vernon TriTown area. As you shop in
the coming weeks, watch for sales and stock up. Watch the November Carillon and
bulletins for dates to sigrrup.

Thanksgivin
R Bz?skegs1

~A sz - s o~

11 O0Th T1T AT TTCiETC AAOEOh &##6 Al1TAOAO
keep the grocery carts located in the Narthex and Breezeway full of nutritious, nen
perishable food and household necessities for those in need in our community.


mailto:delythek@yahoo.com
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Soupfest 2016 Qs> 1
Thursday, November 3, 6 PM, at St. Bernard Church Hall SO\ }p S

Save the date!The Cornestone Foundation proudly presents Soupfest 2016
All proceeds support those in need in or community. The event is free. Rffle O N I
tickets will be availablebefore and during the evening andelythe Kradke will ®
be selling them at Coffee blur during the month of October. Please support this good cause while
enjoying a fun evening filled with great soup and entertainment!

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Mondays, 11 AM in the Inner Sanctum o R
N 7A811 AACET A OAOEAO 11 OEA Al Oi ACET
g Theology on Tap g

Thursdays, 6 PM at Mitchell’s Restaurant

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Child Care is available for church activities/events when notice is given
3 days prior to the event. Please contact our Child Care Coarthtor, Jen Jensen, 86836-
5824.

GROUNDS COMMITTEE NEWS

Unfortunately the Blue Spruce on our church property that is damaged on one sidal not regenerate
much, if any, growth. The damage is so severe and high up on one side that the tree will have to be taken
down in late November, at which point it can be made into a beautiful Christmas tree.

Work Day, Saturday, October 15 (rain-date October 22) from 811 AM
Volunteers are needed to help cleamp the church and parsonage groundsWe
will be removing ivy from the parsonagedividin g root balls and planting,edging
bedsand doing other garden cleanup tasks,so bring appropriate tools

Bulb Sale

Until October 2, you nay purchasebulbs for your spring garden, asa gift or for the New
Guardian Angel DaffodilGarden a church. Theproceeds(40-50%) come back to us to be
used for planting materials and plantsPurchase Dutch bulbs of all kinds by ordering
during Coffee Hourusing the link on our websitewww.firstchurchofvernon.org or at
http://groups.dutchmillbulbs.com/1stcongregationalchurchof vernon.php .



http://www.firstchurchofvernon.org/
http://groups.dutchmillbulbs.com/1stcongregationalchurchof%20vernon.php

“) Thank gou A big “thank you” t_o Miles McCurry, our grounds keeper and snowplower who has
Than 2 Uou done so much gratis work for us! He &s mulched our front plants for free, pullecbpt .
Than u% our burning bush root balls and mulched other areas as well. Please keep him in
M, mind for your lawn work and when you need a handyman.

PARISH NURSE NEWS

Heartsaver CPR/AED classes will be held at the Public Safety Comple®280 West Road, Vernomn
the following dates:

October 19 6:30-9:30 PM

November 15 6:30-9:30 PM

December 146:30-9:30 PM
Since we have a AED in our church, it is our responsibility to make sure that members within the
congregation are trained in its usage.The costfor the class is $25 andhe Parish Nurses will help wih
some d the cost. To registeremail learncpr@yahoo.comor contact Delythe Kracke at (860) 8723004 or
delythek@yahoo.com Classes filquickly, so please register promptly. Learn a lifesaving skill!

This support group is designed fo those in our faith community who are
challenged with mental health issues, and loved ones of those who suffer. Tt
stigma associated with behavioral health challenges is a roadblock forany
in our community. One goal of he support group is to diminish the stigma
and attitude toward these challenges. Offering a safe space for members
support one another is the primary focus of the groupYou do not have to
have a diagnosed mental hadth issue in order to attend.Everyday life can
AOET ¢ 11 TATU AEZEEAOI OEAO AT A O I =
issues out.This group is NOT a therapeutic session ang NOT intended to

replace a persoi® medical or behavioral health provider and/or therapist.Guidelines aregone overat
every meeting to assuresafety and confidentiality and tere are strict rules thatmust be adhered to in
order for trust to develop within the group. We will meet on Monday, October 24 at 7 PM in Kellogg

Hall, in the new conference area. If you have any questions, lease feel fee to contact Leanne Connolly

at Iconnolly1825@gmall comor 860-462-4694.

HISTORICAL NOTES

by Lynn Sweet, Historian

How wonderful it was last weekto be able to celebrate the 50 Anniversary of our
AEOOAESO 11T OA ET O1 A Aseptdmber 254966 tA QudayA ET C8 3
September 5, 2016! It has been a privilege for me, as FCCV Historian,dpeend time
overthelast20i T T OEO 1 AAOT ET ¢ AAT 6O OEA OOEI Ah O
expended by so many to rebuild a beloved sacrespace and community landmek. As |

reflect on what | discovered during my research and what | see going on around me at
FCCV right now, | cannot help but semore similarity than difference. Yes, times have changetut we

have adjusted. The physical plant, now 5gearsoldandned ET ¢ OT I A OOPOOAEId@ ObP6
and that will be ongoing.We are still proud of our building and want it to be beautiful and well cared for.
Thankfully, we are also ever more aware that the churctsimuch more than the building) 06 O n§toAl A
be part of a church that is reaching out to expand its presence in our community and in the wider world.
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BLOOD DRIVE

Friday, October 7 from 12:30-6 PM in Fellowship Hall

Volunteers are needed to gig blood, bake goodies and thelp out that day.Contact Doe Adans, 860-872-
0841.

FURNISHINGS and MEMORIALS COMMITTEE NEWS

A Reminder...When making adonation to the church in memory of a loved one, please don't forget to note on the
check the name of the person being remembered. Also include your address as well so that your donation can be
properly recorded and acknowledged.

| | R HELPING
The Care Network is offered by the Deacons as a helping hand during difficult times. If you
are in needof a ride to church, the doctor, hospital, grocery store, etc., in need of meals or a visit,
would like more information or would like to join the Care Network, please contadCheryl Purnell
(860-712-8124) or Susan Pilkons 860-875-4122). HANDS

% @«m % CARING and SHARING GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

Anyone interested in attending this support group is invited tgoin us onFridays at
Gr up 10:30 AM in Kellogg Hall This group is open to all who have experienced the loss of
a loved one and is run by members of our congregation. Please feel free to come
k j alone or bring a family member or friend. Any questions? Contaitte Church Office,

860-875-7580.

FCCV video records its complete Sunday servicesThese worship services were available for viewing on
Comcast CommunityWoice Channel 5, Sundaya 10 AM and Mondag at 6 PM. While services are still available on
the same schedule, copyrighted material has been expunged since we do not have a broadcastdeedheck your
local listings or go towww.CVCCT.ordor the dates and times. Full length DVDs of the services are available for
borrowing in the Library or you can stream complete services from our website

The Board of Missions and Outreach would like to thank the members of
the congregaton for supporting ourSchool Store proj ect on Rally Sunday.
Due to your generosity, we were able to purchase backpacks and related
supplies (binders, filler paper, pencil cases, pengncils, crayons, markers,
calculators, etc.) to help famds in ned as local children returned to school

Thank you!

Thank you seems so inadequaten expressing the gratitude the Board of Christian Education has
for the many hard workers who helped prepare the Sunday School wing for Rayunday. It looks
beautiful. There are still a few more projects to be completedyibu want to help. Contad Millie
Oliphant or Debi Hocken berry if interested.


http://www.cvcct.org/

Thank you to Jim Montlick for donating the amp usd outside during thesummerit greatly
enhancedour worship services.

To My Church Family,

My warmest thanks for your prayers, cards and phone calls when my dear sister, Nancy Bailey
passed away from lung cancer in June. Yotlroughtfulnessmeant so much to enand helped me through
a sad and difficult time.

Thank you, also, for the cards, flowers and prayers as | continue my struggle with respiratory
problems. | miss you all. | am blessed to be a member of this caring church.

With Christian Love,
Margaret Klukas

Dear Church Family,
| would like to thank you all for the prayers, cards, calls and visits since my car accident. | am dealing
with permanent nerve damage but thankful | survived. The Lord was watching over me.
Fondly,
Jeanne Uthgenannt

www.firstchurchofvernon.org

We're on Facebook. Check us out!

\ & f Men’s Breakfast Group

Mp meets atthe Vernon Dner on Tuesday mornings at 6:30 AM
ENSZ=

BRERKFRST

PRAY for our MILITARY
Following is a list of people in our church family on active duty. We ask that you keep them arir families in
your prayers. If you would like to add someone to this list, please contact the Church Office.

StaffSqt. Steven A. Carr,.Jhusband of Angel Hockenberry Carr

Nate Slicer serving in the Army and currently stationed in Germany

FCCV Statement of Safe Church Policy
0! 0 A CAOEAOAA Al i1 OTEOU T &£# FAEOE xEI EAOA Al OA7T AT OA.
written to make it clear that all forms of abuse and exploitation are prohibited and will not be tolerate@ur

i Al AROO 1 6060 AA AAT A O x1T OOEEDP AT A xi OE OI CAOEAO EI



CONTACTS for CHURCH STAFF, BOARDS and COMMITTEES

Senior Pastor Rev. Robin Bird
Director of Christian Education = Debi Hockenberry
Church Secretary Nancy Young
Minister of Music Leanne Connolly
Organist James Burr
Minister of Visitation Rev. Joanne Myer
Junior Choir Director Althea Madigan
Sunday School Superintendent = Deb Hampton
Child Care Coordinator Jen Jensen
Moderator Sue Mias

Board of Deacons Greg Mias

Board of Trustees Dave Bower (rotating, October, November, December
Board of Christian Education Millie Oliphant, Marlene Bennett
Board of Missions Valerie Ellis
Board of Music Andy Myer
Human Resources Committee Paul Shimer

Ways and Means Sue Pilkons
Furnishings and Memorials Sally Sullivan
Memorial Garden Jane Morse
Teaching Parish Karen Prewo
Communications Ministry Gerry Dyar

OCTOBER




